Near East/South Asia Report 


. tert 











NOTE 


JPRS publications contain information primarily from foreign 
newspapers, periodicals and books, but also from news agency 
transmissions and broadcasts. Materials from foreign-language 
sources are translated; those from English-language sources 
are transcribed or reprinted, with the original phrasing and 
other characteristics retained. 


Headlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets 
[] are supplied by JPRS. Processing indicators such as [Text] 
or [Excerpt] in the first line of each item, or following the 
last line of a brief, indicate how the original information was 
processed. Where no processing indicator is given, the infor- 
mation was summarized or extracted. 


Unfamiliar names rendered phonetically or transliterated -. 
enclosed in parentheses. Words or names preceded by a ques- 
tion mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear in the 
original but have been supplied as appropriate in context. 
Other unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an 
item originate with the source. Times within items are as 
given by source. 


The contents of this publication in no way represent the poli- 
cies, views or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 


PROCUREMENT OF PU?LICATIONS 


IPRS publications may be ordered from the National Technical 
Information Service, Springfield, Virginia 22161. In order- 
ime, it is recommended that the JPRS number, title, date and 
author, if applicable, of publication be cited. 


errent JPRS publications are announced in Government Reports 
Ammowncements issued semi-monthly by the National Technical 
Infc tion Service, and are listed in the Monthly Catalog of 
'.S. Gowernment Publications issued by the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 


+, - > 
—- 














7's a? - 


dence pertaining to matters other than procurement 
dressed to Joint Publications Research Service, 
- 


Pod ~ ac 
. th Glebe Road, Arlington, Virginia 22201. 











NEAR EAST/SOUTH ASIA REPORT 


CONTENTS 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIR? 
REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


Book on ‘Corruption’ in Arab Business Dealing Reviewed 


(Stephen Timewell; MEED, 11 Jan 86)...cccccccccccccccccess 
\RAB 
ALGERIA 
Content of Chadli-Al-Qadhdhati Meeting Discussed 

(REVOLUTION AFRICAINE, 1 Feb 86). ..ccccccccccccccccccsccecs 
Reasons Behind Talks, by Mohamed Saidani 
Necessity of Talks, Editorial 

EGYPT 


Mubarak Issues Directives To Limit Imports, Distribute Food 
(Cairo Domestic Service, 8 Mar Wi okeseeseseeeoeeooees 0666 


Columnist Criticizes Government Decisionmaking 
(Hasanayn Haykal; AKHBAR AL-YAWM, 15 Feb 86).......eeeeeee 


Papers View Causes of Police Riots 
(WAM, 27 Feb 5 0640006666000060060000600068000000000600000 


Newspaper Views Significanceof Police Riots 
(Sa'id Sunbul; AL-—AKHBAR, 2 Mar TP coccesoceoesvccecoocese 


Cairo Dailies View Husayn Speech on PLO 
(MENA, 22 Feb 9505606 60006604000600660000000000000060068 








Recico Commentary on Jcordanian-—Palest inian lat ions 
("Abed a]—Gheri: Gairo Domestic Serwice. 2) Feb 6)........ 


Article Views (.S. Behavior, Dec isionmak ing 
(Aimed Sidqi ol~Deijeni: AL-~AMRAM., 2 Feb Sb)... ...cccccucs 


Public Opinion, Gowernment Disclosure Policy Disceseed 
(Ahmed Beho*~e)-Din;: AL-~AMRAM, BO Jer 86)... 2... ccnccunes 


Pan-Ared Dialogue Soletion <o Areb Pi lemme 
(Letti el—Eheli; A. -ARRAM, BD Jam G6)... . nn ccccccccccccces 


Commentator Diecesses laport-Export Policies 
("Abé-el-—Relmen “Aci: SL-ANRAM, 31 Jee SB)... ..ccccccccucs 


Ability To Change Seen Eesential to Econmamic Groet? 
(Sebri al-Shebrewi Interview; AL-~AMRAM, 2) Feb )........ 


Irrigation “Minister Interviewed on Water Situst ior 
("Team Redi Ietervwiew: AL-AMRAM., 31 Jew Gb). ......cccccccs 


Censorship of Arabian Nights Revisited 


[nD ae Co © Gl Giinacccccceeseooseeseeeeses 
Briefs 
Jorédanian—Palestinian Reconciliet ior 
Towrism Council Tec isions 
Diplomat Discusses Lebanese Si tuet ior 
Al-Ahrae Comments or Sesern Speect 
LIBYA 
Libyan, USSR Student Delegetior lesue Statement 
Le. OGD Giiececececessesseeeseseeesoenseseseseesesees 
Achievements in Service Sectors in Quedemi«e Rew) ewed 
Ts Ce GD Giiecescovecesesessesesoeessesseet 
Briefs 
Twinning of Tripoli, Rabet 
MOROCODD 


Tax Officials Speak Out on Impending Changes 
(Alaoui M. Mohamed, Tazi “Mehewed Interview: MARE SOIR, 
31 Jan Eesccesoooouoce “ee ee ee ee ee © “see eee ee ee eee eee ee ee 


Briefs 


Possible Thaw in Algerian-—Moroccan Relat iors 


oS 


*” 











TUNISIA 


Defense Minister Installs National Service Chief 
(LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE, 3 Jan Beco cecocoeeooooceeosooeeooes 


Opposition Parties Said To Lack Dynamism 
(Momcef Ben M’rad, Taieb Zahar; REALITES, 7 Feb 86)....... 


Islamic Developeent Bank Grants Generous Loans 
(LE TH?s. S Feb See eee eee Tee TTT wr TTT TTT TTT TTT 


Minister of Economy Discusses Effects of Lower O11 Prices 
(Rachid Sfar Interview; REALITES, 7 Feb 86)....cccccccccees 


Agreement on Heat Engines Signed With Algeria, Italy 
(LE THErs. 10 Jan oO00000606000000006600000000000000006 


Trameport Federations Sign Wage, Productivity Agreement 
(LE THs. 12 Fed oOO0660000660000000006000000000000006 


land fern at Le Skhira To Serve “Mediterrancan 
(Fethi Bee Farhet: DIALOWE., 3 Feb Be seeeeeee seeeeeeseeee 


Briefs 
dred Feed Loe 
Fere ‘orestments Booming 
APAP FAST TSRAPL 
58 


eet Reree of letelligesce Est iaetes 
‘ Det heres: “arate. “ar -Apr Eecceeoceseeeeeeeeeeeee 


tiwal’ 


foomemic Pretoce! Signed ith TOF 
‘=>. 1-7 ia ed - sere fe ee ee eee ee eee eee ee ee eee er er er er er er ere ee 


tr tefs 
TIC Sahee Operetiog Profit 


PRLESTIBISON af aks 


PLDs Dete-Pree Shope €£)¢ Teereria’s Booman 
(hemes Feigect: THE JERUSALE POT. 13 Jee %).......- eccece 


SAUD) a@aria 


lefenee IeGeetrice Off ictal letereicerd 
‘a.-Saer oe". ~Y jer ~~ “eee ee ee ee ee * *“**ee-* “eee eee © 


Ret tione! Senefectering Compenr's Activities Beriewrd 
(ML -PAIELLAB. TS Bowe Fed Gb)... ccc cccccccccccss cecccece 





74 


75 


78 


82 


87 
87 


105 





JPRS-NEA-86-0 38 
27 March 1986 


REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


BOOK ON 'CORRUPTION' IN ARAB BUSINESS DEALING REVIEWED 
London MEED in English 1l Jan 86 p 34 
{Article by Stephen Timewell/ 


[Text] Andre Deutsch, 105 Great Russell Street, London WCl, UK. 1985. 150 
pages. $8.95 


This book is not a pretty one--it deals with bribery and corruption, and what 
is Palestinian author, Said Aburish, describes as: "The degeneracy of the 
social system in the Middle East." 


It is a subject on which Aburish is well-qualified to write. He was previously 
one of that successful breed of international businessman known as an inter- 
mediary or "fixer'"--a man who, in Aburish's own words, will interpret, for 

a fee, "the unfamiliar world of the 20th century" to a prince, shaikh or 
minister. 


Pay-off provides a graphic insight into the role of the fixer, and the way 
contracts are won and lost. Largely anecdotal, it relates many of Aburish's 
own experiences, and lists the unwritten laws for those contemplating doing 
business in the region. It shows how dubious the fixer's role is: "His 
alliance with any company is likely to be an unholy one," writes Aburish, "(and 
he has) an uneasy standing vis-a-vis the law." Nevertheless, the basic un- 
willingness of those in the region to submit to public scrutiny means such 
intermediaries “are alive and well." 


One of Aburish's anecdotes, which add much-needed colour to the Middle East 
business scene, concerns the award of a $2,500 million Iraqi Railway construc- 
tion contract in the late 1970's. 


The account reads like a spy thriller. According to Aburish, the leading con- 
tender for the work was a UK company; to ensure the award, it agreed to pay a 
4 percent commission--or $100 million--to the powerful then planning minister, 
Adnan Hamdani, and 1/2 percent to Aburish's firm. 


Unfortumately, the president's son-in-law--a colonel in the Iraqi army--then 
decided he wanted 80 percent of the commissions, or $80 millicn-plus, for 
himself. Ignoring all objections, the colonel--described as a "roving 
skimmer"--ensured he got what he wanted. According to Aburish, he murdered 
one of the UK firm's subcontractors; then, just before contract award, the 














UK firm's chief engineer in Baghdad was arrested for spying. He spent 
four years in jail, before being released following the intercession of 
Jordan's King Hussain. 


In the end, the colonel's muscle won; the UK firm lost the contrac’ the 
moment the engineer was arrested. Says Aburish: "Perhaps it goes to prove 
the old adage--the bigger it is, the more dangerous it is." 


The book also names names that prominent Saudis would prefer not to see in 
print. But despite its tantalising glimpses of a hitherto secret world, 
it falls far short of being a comprehensive exposure; there are clearly 
some things that Aburish--and his publisher--want to keep to themselves. 


/9274 
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ALGERIA 


CONTENT OF CHADLI-AL-QADHDHAF1 MEETING DISCUSSED 


Reasons Behind Talks 
Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINE in French 1 Fet 86 pp 13-14 
[Article by Mohamed Saidani: "A New Impetus"] 


[Text] Nine major topics comprised the main considerations of the two private 
talks between President Chadli Bendjedid and Colonel Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi and 
the larger meeting that included the two Algerian and Libyan delegations, held 

in In-Amenas on Tuesday. Why were these meetings held? There were several 
reasons, mainly the turbulent situation of the Arab world in general and of the 
Maghreb in particular. As was the case in the past in such circumstances, a 
meeting at the highest level was necessary. The Arab nation, which has gone 
through some occasionally violent splits, is facing, now more than ever, tmumerous 
challenges, real threats, and a large-scale operation aimed at undermining unity 
that often has not withstood the battering of fiercely determined enemies. These 
enemies have, in fact, fanned the flames of internal quarrels and stepped up 
efforts to divide Arab ranks. The new impetus that will be given to Algerian- 
Libyan bilateral relations, on one hand, and the alignment of positions on cur- 
rent major problems between the two brother countries, on the other, plainly 
constitute a response to these sordid maneuvers. Thus it may be noted that 

every serious issue and other mutual concerns were broached and discussed at 
length during the In-Amenas meetings. 


At a time when the Zionist regime, whose arrogance is reinforced by the direct 
support of U.S. imperialism, is banging on the Maghreb's very door (the raid 
on Hamam Plage in Tunisia, for example) and at a time when the United States 
has decided to take an active part, regardless of the pretext given, in the 
vast operation of intimidation and aggression against the Arab nation, duty 
dictates active solidarity, the closing and strengthening of ranks, and the 
coordination of actions that are part of a strategy of retaliation. Our brother 
Libyan people are not alone and will not be left alone to face the military 
threat and economic blockage ordered by the U.S. President. Algeria has just 
reaffirmed its effective support through the voice of its own president. Who, 
from Agadir in Morocco to the borders of distant Svria, is not concerned about 
the concentration of U.S. air and naval forces north of the 32d parallel, just 
a few kilometers from Libyan territorial waters? But unfortunately, this deep 
sentiment of Arab unity, nurtured by the mass of the people, is sometimes not 











shared by certain governments, which, while proclaiming their Arabness and 
their (formal) commitment to the sacred cause, limit themselves to spectator 
status. And moreover, some offer military bases and other facilities to an 
avowed enemy. 


Logic or plain common sense suggests that the fate of Arab peoples is linked, 
since a misfortune affecting one people ultimately has effects on the others. 
And it is with good reason that the struggle against the Zionist regime and 

its allies has been called the "battle of destiny." Although the choice of 
political system adopted by each Arab country should be respected, this should 
not, however, result in silence concerning compromises or certain unacknowledged 
complicity with known outright enemies. In addition to such perversions, cer- 
tain inter-Arab conflicts tend to destroy any inclination for real mobilization. 
Among such evils, we could mention the war of aggression that has been waged 

for 10 years by the Rabat government against a neighboring brother people, 

the Saharan people. The solution to this problem, which still represents a 
stumbling block to the great and noble work of building the Greater Maghreb, 

is no longer being sought, however. But it is clearly and correctly stipulated 
in OAU Resolution 104, which has been ratified by the Nonaligned Movement and 
by the UN General Assembly. It merely remains to be implemented. Thus this 
obstacle to achieving the Maghrebian ideal must still be eliminated. Finally, 
it remains for the Moroccan Government to demonstrate total willingness in 

this regard. Construction of the Greater Maghreb, which is an integral part 

of the Arab nation, could provide an appropriate framework for initiating a 
process for political resolution of a conflict which is and remains fratricidal. 


In view of the challenges of Zionism and imperialist-Zionist collusion, both 
reason and feeling call for a tightening of Arab ranks. Who profits from such 
inter-Arab conflicts or certain internal crises such as the one that recently 
occurred in Southern Yemen? Certainly not the peoples involved, but those 

who act directly or indirectly against the Arab nation. It is precisely as 

a result of this turbulent context, this climate characterized by political 
erosion affecting a number of Arab governments, and an economic situation aggra- 
vated by the scattering of our nation's potentialities, that the United States 
and its Israeli protege have launched their great military, political and diplo- 
matic undertaking. 


While President Reagan was calling on his European allies to join in his deci- 
sion to boycott Libya and was simultaneously ordering an economic and military 
blockage of the Jamahiriyah, Israeli Prime Minister Peres was in turn engaged 

in intense diplomatic activity to recover part of the territory lost by Zionism. 
It follows from all these facts that the head of the White House has not aban- 
doned his plan for a "pax americana" and that Peres, like his predecessors, 
[wants to achieve] an Israeli "fait accompli." Mr Reagan is not unaware that 
the Palestinian problem is at the heart of the Middle East conflict. He never- 
theless persists in following the strategy deriving from the "Camp David Accords," 
stubbornly denying the legitimate national rights of the Palestinian people. 

As in the previously mentioned matters, the Chadli-al-Qadhdhafi talks have 
produced a complete agreement of views on this issue; the two chiefs of state 
reiterated the need for an international conference on the Middle East with 

the participation of the PLO, the only authentic and legitimate representative 
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of the Palestinian people. In this particularly serious stage of a multidimen- 
sional conspiracy, the unity of Palestinian ranks and, consequently, the streng- 
thening of PLO unity are imperative. 


The actions of U.S. imperialism and of the West in general are not only military, 
political and diplomatic in nature, but also economic. The induced lowering 

of the prices of raw materials, which has been decried by a number of producing 
countries and which will increase the foreign debt, whose effects are now disas- 
trous, of a Third World already severely affected by the world economic crisis, 
has carried along petroleum in its wake, reducing it to an intolerable level. 

In this instance as well, Algeria and Libya urge, in accordance with the terms 
of the OPEC agreements, exporting countries to coordinate their positions and 

to unite in collective action to defend vital interests. 


Against the conspiracy hatched by Washington and its Israeli disciple, intimi- 
dating maneuvers, the military threat, civisive efforts and vague moves toward 
economic domination, the two sister Alg:rian and Libyan Revolutions are united 
and determined to meet all these challenges. Most important of all, the 
In-Amenas meeting has provided a scathing response to detractors of the Arab 
nation, to those who were "sowing"’ discord. This was the result of militant 
minds, reason and wisdom combined. 


Necessity of Talks 
Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINE in French 1 Feb 86 p 12 
[Editorial: "A Useful Meeting"] 


[Text] The Chadli Bendjedid-Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi meeting at In-Amenas was 
necessary. The deterioration of the situation in the Maghreb, in the Arab 
world and in Africa, of which we know the objective causes and negative reper- 
cussions on the solidarity of the struggle of Arab-African peoples against 
imperialist-Zionist maneuverings and their mutual determination to defend their 
legitimate rights to political independence and economic liberation, made this 
meeting absolutely necessary for the two chiefs of state. 


Especially since the Revolutions of 1 November and 1 September, which are guided 
by the same ideological and political principles, espouse the same ideals, 
the same causes and the same goals. 


Especially since both revolutions, the first ones targeted by the present offen- 
sive of Zionist-imperialists in the Mediterranean Basin, find themselves obliged 
to overcome the subjectiveness of the past in order to better adapt their stra- 
tegy, to coordinate their actions and to meet calmly and resolutly the new 
challenges facing them as a result. 


However, by no means can this joint strategy and policy be dictated by circum- 
stantial considerations, which are always uncertain. They must be based on 
solid foundations, intangible principles, and conduct and action rejecting 
any form of improvisation, opportunism or political demagoguery. 








First, they require a consolidation of bilteral relations to strengthen internal 
fronts and thus to develop the two revolutions’ capabilities for action and 
combat, as much as to deal with the common enemy as to influence positively 

the course of regional and international events. And in that regard, candor 

of language, clarity of vision and reafism of approach will primarily determine 
the nature and content of relations before the goals sought are even defined. 


Viewed from this perspective, the Chadli Bendjedid-Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi meeting 
was useful or, better stated, positive--because the two chiefs of state gave 
"special attention to the conditions for joining together to give relations 
between the two brother countries a new impetus corresponding to the deep 
desires of the Algerian and Libyan peoples and, through them, to those of 
Maghrebian peoples and all peoples of the Arab homeland.” 


In this context, we see in this new perception of the Libyan struggle, of 
resolution of the conflict between the Kingdom of Morocco and the POLISARIO 
Front, of the conflict in Chad, of the Palestinian question, of the oil question 
and the U.S. threat, a reason for believing once again in the virtue of dialogue 
and discussion between the leaders of two revolutions whose historic mission 
remains the construction of the Greater Maghreb as an integral part of Arab 
unity, the consolidation and strengthening of African unity and the Nonaligned 
Movement, the development of Arab-African and South-South cooperation, and 

the establishment of a new world order. 


11915 
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EGYPT 


MUBARAK ISSUES DIRECTIVES TO LIMIT IMPORTS, DISTRIBUTE Foon 
NCO90713 Cairo Domestic Service in Arabic 1830 GMT 8 Mar 86 


[Text] During his tour of the 19th Cairo International Fair today, President 
Muhammad Husni Mubarak issued a number of directives. Foremosi among these 

is that the Ministry of Agricultre'’s meat and poultry should be made avail- 
able to the public through a number of distribution centers. The food should 
be in small packages to meet the demands of the individuals and poor classes. 


Another directive is a ban on the import of nuts and dried fruits, and the 
avoidance of overconsumption during the month of Ramadan. The president 
also issued a directive stressing the need to deveiop the production of 
ready-made clothes by family businesses. He stressed that the public and 
private sectors are th. same since they both work for Egypt. 


President Mubarak also banned the import of any products that are available 
in Egypt. 


Following his excellency'’s visit to the national pavilions, he inspected the 
U.S., Japanese, French, Italian, West German pavi.ions. At the end of his 
5-hour tour of the fair, President Mubarak said that he had sensed great 
development and progress in national production. He also saw very good 

taste in this production. He noted that the competition among the exhibitors 
to raise the quality of Egyptian products will undoubtedly increase expwrts. 


The president added that he had instructed the concerned ministers to work 
to solve all the exports problems. Concluding his statement, the president 
praised efforts to develop Egyptian industry. He said that these are satis- 
fying and herald a bright future for Egyptian industry. 


/6662 
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One party has in its hands the power to act regardless of capability and ef- 
fectiveness. In other words, the group in power that makes the political 
decision and an opposition group that discusses it or opposes it or even 
exploits the gaps and mistakes in order to win the silent majority to its 
side. 


It would be beyond reason to ask the opposition--in light of what we have 
just discussed--to offer alternatives to the decisions made. The reasons for 
this are many. 


All in all the situation as it stands now is the work of the group in power 
that makes the decision and which logically should be responsible for manag- 
ing it. 


Also the nature of power--as it is in the whoel Third World--puts all the 
facts on the basis of which the decision is made in the hands of the people 
in power alone. The rest can do no more than guess or catch bits of the 
truth as they float in the air. 


A decision cannot be based on guessing or on catching bits of the truth from 
the air (unless we get confused with the alternatives and the theoretical 
interpretation and visualization of what should there be regardless of what 
there exists!) 


What I mean is that decisionmaking is in the hands of the authority and any- 
thing else is difficult to accept. 


This in itself is good because it is in the nature of things in the circum- 
stances we are facing, provided that impatience is shown toward discussion, 
opposition, or even the exploitation of gaps and mistakes. 


Sixth, I would dare say that on the basis of what I see I find no great or 
menacing danger to Egypt internally unless its problems become complicated, 
the problems that are supposed to be dealt with through the decisionmaking 
process. There may be those who have evil desiens or indulge in conspiracy. 
But such a thing, even if it exists, should not be dealt with by generaliza- 
tion bet rather specifically in order that truths and facts are revealed and 
documented for all to see and so that all concerned will base their judgment 
in accordance with laws. 


Moreover, I believe that most political groups in Egypt are well aware of 
the situation and understand what it calls for. (Although I must admit that 
eom of the elements sometimes go to extremes in their shortsightedness, 
miscalculation, or sisrepresentation). 


Speeking more frankly, I do mot think that even the opposition groups consider 
sompletely pleving the democratic game. In other words, they cannot con- 
oelwe-~-nerely conmceive--being able to win the silent majority over to their 
revke or mowe them in «a radical manner so as to become an active majority 

thet would emeble them to assume power and make it an alternative ruling body 


ie the seer future 











The most that the opposition groups can look forward to in the foreseesbl: 
future is to have a say, to have a share in power, and to have influence on 
decisionmaking. Nothing more than that in my view. 


This itself is something good because it shows a sound apprecistion of this 
and a correct view of facts and balances. 


Seventh, if I reiterate and say that I see no great or menacing dangers to 
Egypt internally unless its problems become complicated, I must add that 
these dangers are increasing to a degree necessitating vigilance and caution. 


For 2,000 years, probably since the collapse of the Pharaoh state with the 
downfall of the 3lst dynasty, there was 2 semi-written pact between the Egyptian 
fellah and the ruler in Egypt whether he is Egyptian or non-Egvyptian. For 

the fellah's part the contract says something to the effect: “Leave me alone 
here to find my food, housing, and clothing and do what you like in the 
capital away from me and without a legal mandate from me." The Romans, the 
Greeks, and the Persians have come and gone. And following the early Islamic 
conquest the state changed hands between the Omayyads, the Abbasides, the 
Fatimides, the Ayyubis [Saladin], and even the Memluks and the Ottomans. 

These have gone but the Egyptian fellah--the majority of the Egyptian people-- 
continued to respect his part of the old contract--to find his food, housing, 
and clothing, depending on the fertility of the Nile year after year. He 

was contented and satisfied as long as the provisions of the unwritten pact 
were respected. But the violation of these provisions was always an evil 
sign. When the conditions were violated the fellah--the majority of the 
people--would move. His movement begins by showing anger then revolution. 


But the circumstances have now changed. The people who were 5 million in 
Muhammad ‘Ali's era have now become 50 million. As time went by the people 
have come to realize that they can no longer find enough to meet their needs. 
So they can no longer leave the capital alone nor let the ruler do as he 
wishes. Era after era and year after year the countryside began to crawl 
toward the city in order to look for a new social contract. The cities began 
linking to other cities within the borders and overseas. 





We have now reached the age when the whole world--indeed the universe--has 
become a global village which has the same rights, the same demands, and 
the same aspirations and ideas. 


If we were to say that this is the case with other peoples in this world, we 
must not forget that Egypt is a special case because its location and posi- 
tion is in the heart of the world and, therefore, in [word indistinct] of its 
interactions. This too is a good thing if vigilance and caution are main- 
tained. 


Thus, we find ourselves facing good things. Goodness, as some legislators 
say “is a necessary but not sufficient characteristics." That is, we are 
facing a situation that is neither ideal nor perfect, but it is not extremely 
bad or impossible. Certainly, it is qualitatively better than most of what 
we see near us or distant from us, particularly in the Third World to which 
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turned out that the absence of war is not peace and thet lack of diecip! ine 
is not openness. 


Livw nations cannot survive without making their sark om history. If they 
launch a successful historic project they consolidate it and if they lowe « 
historic project they formulate an alternative to it but the transit Lonel 
period between losing one and finding another is always the moet difficelr. 
During such a period the decisionmaking process becomes like walking « rope 
over a valley swarming with hungry beats. That is why all sides are always 
very eager to ensure that no decision should irreversibly affect the form- 
lation and structure of the new dream project. 





That ic why the political decisionmaking process is open to discussion with 
erpency dictated by factors of time and purpose. Nobody should be embarrassed 
by the discussion and nobody should allow friction or clashes through sis- 
enderetanding or rechuffling of cards or roles, particularly since the aim 

is to eliminate the confusion, rewise, and rearrange satters, not embarrass 
or ¢efaeme aemyvome. At least I do hope that nobody wants or seeks embarrass- 
meet of defamet icc. 


At thie potet tt agar be appropriate to review and consider some examples of 
the Gecistoemakiog process ic 1985. My honest and fepart..i ais is siaply 
to express « feeling, which many people share with oe, that the political 
Gectetommshiog procewe in Exvet seeds to be reconsidered. I do not want to 
eey gore end I cansor sev lees. 


Io Jemeery 1995 wher wee ot the time called ecomomic decisions were isaued 
softer « series of aretings which weet om for weeks and seonths. The decisions 
were sumoenced br the thee Ecooomy Misierer Dr Mostafa al-Sa’id. To pave the 
wer for the Gectetons, all the estate's official information sedia said that 
the Gectetoes waeld eolwe the protlems of oredection, financing, trade, and 
even the Goller rete. 


Only beers efter the euecencemeret. emeodmects to theee deciacion«s began to 
we tetredecet which wee reeeometlic beceeer fc the teplementation of any plan 
leogheles Go eppeer eo¢ ehoald t« pleeerd. 


Gnly Gere leter there were Siete followed by etetement« that the decisions 
were got cely sltegethber wroeag Set sleo thet they woeld ceese «4 cataat rophe 
te the setiems! ecomcer. Ferthereore. the eicteter i7 charge did sot carry 
owt whet bed bere egreed to betwree bie eof the orioe sinieter and the entire 
cabinet. Ge teplemented « policy wich wee eolely Sie owe, teposing of the 
others «= esberreseiog {eit eccame!!. 


Seobety Eeew Sow thet bepeeeed of Hew if caeld hepper oor whe that sinieter 
reeeteed ic bie poet perecton thet police for 3} fell aoethe. agsinet the 
eaereet policy end to the Getrimeet of the Eevetian «comer. 


le Febrwery 1985 Joré¢es com leget em epreeeeet with the PLO eager which 
Jorgen ant the PLO geciégetd to perticipete ‘eotetiy «« ome teem ic sey gow to 
eettle the Pelesticies qeeet ice. Thee Egvetion foreige policy progeced « 
proposes] calliag for pricr seaentietions betwres the Oeited States and the PLO. 
Ie leter tresepired thet the Feretieos proepecse! ome 26 «¢ serprice to the 
Joréenias Gowermeret. the FLO leetderebiy. eof the °.S. Agetetetration. The 
Eevetias proposes! efdge¢ coefesctoe to of slreety comples siteetion and placed 
the teewe om of eptleese «trewler roed: The PLD wee called of to eropose 
oempes of Palestianies« ecceeteble to Veabhiagtoe end «toce Weshingtor ¢id¢ oor 
vie to geal with the PLO the letter bet to eebetc ite liet of camdidetce to 
the Jordesias Goweromect which thee peeewed it of to Vaeshingtos which crossed 
eome semes cet ond thee peswed the liet to lereel which crossed oot a1] the 
remsicing somes with ewerrthing going Sect to egeere ome with sew liets. All 
thet was ecccepesie?d by preessere of the PLO to eccept GO Security Coenct! 
Reecletion 242 which setther comcerme it cor ite people 











I may be permitted here perhaps to recall a discussion which once took place 
between former U.S. Secretary of State Cyrus Vance and former Israeli Foreign 
Minister Yigal Allon as related by Cyrus Vance himself. In brief, Vance told 
the Israeli foreign minister that "information available to Washington indi- 
cates that the PLO is on the verge of accepting Resolution 242." Allon's 
reply was that that information was incorrect and that the PLO would never 
recognize that resolution. Seeing the surprise on the secretary of state's 
face, he said something which summed it all up. Yigal Allon said: "If the 
PLO recognized that resolution it would no longer he a liberation organiza- 
tion.” 


Until April 1985 Egypt had the burden of a Sudanese regime which, it had been 
known for years, was opposed by the vast majority of the Sudanese people. 

On 6 April a sweeping revolution broke out in Sudan while [former President} 
Ja'far Numayri was in Washington. U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz met 
with him and advised him to go to Khartoum immediately knowing for certain 
that the end was at hand but anxious to get rid of the burden before that 
fact was announced. Acting on Shultz’ advise Numayri left Washington in a 
hurry for Cairo on his way to Khartoum. A few hours before his arrival in 
Cairo the end was announced over Khartoum radio and it fell to Cairo to break 
the news to him as gently as possible. At Cairo airport he asked who was 

in charge in Khartoum and was told that Lieutenant General ‘Abd al-Rahman 
Siwar al-Dhahab agreed to head a transitional government until elections are 
held. 


Numayri was alarmed and could find nothing to say. Lamenting, he just kept 
repeating the following phrase: "“Siwar al-Dhahab, Siwar al-Dhahab, but I 
took his oath before I left." That was all he could think of as if it was a 
matter of loyalty to individuals not to homelands and as if it was not Lt ‘en 
Siwar al-Dhahab's first duty--before any other commitment--to absorb the 
emergency situation which arose in the Sudanese Army and respond to the peo- 
ple's anger or let all Sudan--people, army, and provinces--disintegrate. 


Until that point matters were taking their usual course but then the Egyptian 
Government gave Numayri political asylum against the unanimous wish of the 
Sudanese people who, to say the least, were displeased. 


Political asylum is a recognized right and it should be granted. Denying 

it or hesitating in granting it would be a breach of commitment, but all that 
depends on certain conditions. One such condition is that granting political 
asylum should be in harmony with, not against, the interests of the host 
country. Another such condition is that such a move should be based on the 
principle of freedom. Regrettably, none of these applied to Numayri. 


Numayvri’s imamhood claim and his insult to the great Islamic Shari'a by what 
he did under its cover do not in my view justify it [Numayri'’s political 


asv! un! . 








The plot of transporting Ethiopia's Falasha Jews to Israel contrary to the 
dictates of national security does not justify it, particularly since the 
plot was hatched for a price--in other words it was not a mistake or just a 
sin. 


The stupidity of throwing Sudan--south and north--back into the bloody mill 
of civil war does not in my view justify it. 


The deal under which he mortgaged Sudan's exhausted and plundered resources 
with a Saudi businessman to finish them off does not in my view justify it. 


The strange thing is that the United States, which had benefited from his 
rule more than any other state, had no preoccupation in the final moments 

of that rule other than to send him out ona no return exit visa. The United 
States did the same thing to the shah of Iran before him and to Haitian 
President Jean-Claude Duvalier last week. The United States was not the 
only state to turn Duvalier down. Greece declined to accept him and so did 
Switzerland, the haven of refugees for centuries. The reason is what I have 
already said which is that the right of political asylum has certain prere- 
quisites: that it should not be against the country's interests and that it 
should conform to the principles of freedom. 


The strangest thing “n the Numayri affair was that some Egyptian official 
information media published reports which were quite the opposite of the 

truth. Their aim was to encourage the new leaders in Khartoum to visit Cario. 
That is why it was reported that Numayri had left Egypt for an unknown destina- 
tion. It later transpired that Numayri never left Egypt at a!l. 


Early in the summer of 1985 the government made an unforgivabi« mistake. It 
took to the People’s Assembly, on the last day of its parliamentary session, 
scores of bills for approval within a matter of hours because the members 
were invited to a tea party at the presidential palace on the occasion of the 
end of session. So the assembly was in a race with time where minutes and 
seconds counted. It had to tackle scores of bills in the morning and go to 
tea at the presidential palace in the afternoon. 


Some of the deputies felt that they were placed between the hammer and the 
anvil in an unbecoming maneuver. Some people were upset and there was tension 
in the air. The government seemed to be exploiting something which should 
not be exploited and to be taking advantage of an institution which everyone 
respects and on which everyone pins their hopes and aspirations because in 
our current circumstances it is the centrifugal point and the element of 
balance and cohesion in the entire situation. That is why it should be above 
all parties and disputes, a haven for all the people and not for a particular 
party and its government. 


Throughout the summer of 1985 the government acted in a questionable manner. 
There were signs of anxiety about measures and decisions which produced un- 
favorable reactions in several positions such as Kafr al-Dawar, Port Said, 
and Alexandria--land and sea. 








As people wondered what was happening and why, the word came that a cabinet 
reshuffle was out of the question. I believe that the people's sensing of 
possible change or their talk about the possibility of such change was in 
itself tantamount to a message tc the authorities that "there is need for 
reconsideration." The truth is that it is difficult to interpret such 
messages as being excesses by the people or provocations aimed at the deci- 
Sionmakers. That is why they should be met not with resentment and disregard 
but with persuasion and response if it emerges that what the messages call 
for is the right and desired thing. 


In September 1985 a cabinet reshuffle was suddenly announced. It then emerged 
that only the prime minister was changed and that everyone else remained 

in his post, with a few exceptions. That was followed by many explanations 
and details most of which were not convincing, or at least insufficient. 


October 1985 was a disturbing month from the beginning to end. [It witnessed 
the entire tragedy of the "Achille Lauro” hijacking. The hijacking of the 
ship was not the tragedy. The tragedy was that the Egyptian Government 
volunteered something not of its concern. Its motives, as stated, were 
humanitarian. It rescued the passengers and took the hijackers away with the 
intention of handing them over to the PLO for trial and so the matter would 
be resolved. What did actually take place was quite different from what was 
intended and the end result was the insult of the hijacking of an Egyptian 
airliners by U.S. fighter planes on the orders of the President of a super- 
power who personally conducted the operation as if he was conducting a 

Star war. 


In November 1985 the Egyptian Government invited [PLO Executive Committee 
Chairman] Yasir ‘Arafat to visit Cairo, or maybe he invited himself but the 
Egyptian Government welcomed him. A delegation came before him to prepare for 
the visit and it spent 5 days in Cairo without anyone receiving it or it 
receiving anyone. Until just hours before ‘Arafat's arrival, nobody gave 

him any arrival time or told him how he would be received, where he would be 
staying, or how he would be treated. On the day of his arrival the official 
information media reported his arrival in a few lines. 


Towards the end of November 1985 an Egyptian airliner was hijacked in Malta. 

Cairo decided to go in and end the hijacking by force. It was announced 

that an Egyptian force had arrived for that purpose before the actual arrival 
of that force at Luqa airport in Malta. The intervention occurred in a man- 

ner that reflected a lack of information and miscalculation. Then there was 

the way in which the Egyptian media handled the hijacking events from the bad 
beginning to the tragic end. 


In December 1985 the clamor about the Sulayman Khatir issue began. I will 
not now discuss whether Sulayman Khatir was a murderer or a hero or whether 
he committed suicide or was a martyr. That is another matter which will have 
its place and time. The point I am concrened with here is the political 
decisions connected with the developments related to this issue, the latest 
being the government's entanglement in the autopsy request and the confusion 
which accompanied all that and which was uncalled for and which Egypt's con- 
science did not need. 
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To be fair, there were certainly other examples where the decisions were right 
on target and where they achieved their objectives. Perhaps these examples 
deserved more acknowledgement of credit for those responsible and greater 
appreciation of the efforts made, but however we try we cannot ignore the 
examples we have just listed and considered. Although they were only examples 
they should draw our attention to a matter that is worth noting. When certain 
phenomena with the same results are repeated once, twice, three times, and so 
on, it means that we are faced with something that exceeds and goes beyond 
mere coincidences. We find ourselves asking a real question about the poli- 
tical decisionmaking process in Egypt. Then we find ourselves asking a real 
question about the value or use of friction or conflict among the various 
political forces in Egypt most of which, as I have said, is the result of 
misunderstanding or a reshuffling of roles and cares. Is it not true that 

the decisionmaking process anywhere in the world is the factor which controls 
the tempo of the dialogue in it? 


After all that questioning we find ourselves face to face with two specific 
questions: 


The first question is what stands in the way of political decisions in Egypt? 
On examination there are one or more things standing in the way of political 
decisions in Egypt. There certainly are objective reasons for that thing or 
things. If we can truthfully say that political decisions in Egypt now are 
not a chain of mistakes we can also honestly say that a significant number 

of decisions should be discussed, reconsidered, and reexamined. 


The second question is what can be done to provide all the necessary guaran- 
tees for sound decisionmaking after sound intentions and honest motives? 
Objectively, every problem should have a solution--and experience teaches 
people that every complicated problem carries within it the key to its solu- 
tion given patience, concentration, thought, contemplation, and going from 
the surface to the cepth of matters. 


These two questions must be answered accurately, sincerely, and without sensi- 
tivity or embarrassment. When a person assumes public responsibility he has 
no alternative but to consider himself public property. 


I say it with deep appreciation and respect. 


/6662 
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PAPERS VIEW CAUSES OF POLICE RIOTS 
GF271712 Abu Dhabi WAM in Arabic 0640 GMT 27 Feb 86 


[Text] Abu Dhabi, 27 Feb (WAM)--Two local newspapers today comment on the 
bloody acts of violence which took place in Cairo yesterday following the 
rebellion of central security units. The two papers disagree in their analysis 
of the causes and motives for these incidents. 


Under the heading "May God Preserve Egypt,” the newspaper AL-FAJR prays to 
God to protect Egypt and preserve it from all harm. The paper affirms that 
"Egypt today, as it has always been, is the target of all the forces that 
lie in wait for it, and which never stop using all weapons against it in 
order to deprive it of the stability that will open the way to its progress, 
to rob it of the strength that will enable it to carry out its historical 
role, and to isolate it from its Arab environment in order to prevent it 
from carrying out its pan-Arab responsibilities." 


The paper expresses regret because the current events in Egypt are taking 
place at a time when Egypt endeavors to free its national will, assert its 
patriotic loyalty, and restore its pan-Arab role. "Taking into account the 
severe accumulated problems from which Egypt is suffering and which are a 
burden to the Egyptian leadership, nobody can ignore the trend of this lead- 
ership toward liberation from the heavy legacy whether on an internal, Arab, 
or international level,” the paper says. 


The paper notes that this trend is not welcomed and faces hostility by for- 
eign powers which are executing their plans to keep Egypt weak, drowned in 
its problems, and isolated from the Arab environment. It is in the interest 
of these powers that such a growing trend in Egypt is countered by drowing 
it in a state of chaos and turbulence. 


The paper urges taking these matters into consideration when explaining the 
events taking place in Egypt so that there will be no room for misunderstand- 
ing or misinterpretation. 


The Al-Shariqah-based newspaper AL-KHALIJ expresses the belief that what 
happened in Egypt yesterday is another form of the January 1977 events. It 
says: Any attempt to minimize the size of yesterday's events by describing 
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them as riots or acts perpetrated by malicious and mad people is an attempt 
to ignore the facts of the current situation in Egypt. 


The paper explains the size of the rebellion and its spreading from Cairo 
to Asyut and Al-Isma‘iliyah and links its cause directly "to the Egyptian 
situation which is troubled economically, politically, and socially as a 
result of the policies or rather the prevailing options since Al-Sadat's 
open door policy in the mid-1979's. 


The paper reviews a number of problems from which the Egyptian Government is 
suffering including the economic measures which affect a majority of the 
Egyptian people, tie foreign debts which amount to $35 billion, and "the 
great disorder which has been inflicted on the structure of Egyptian society 
due to the open door policy.” 


The paper wonders: Can the Egyptian Government assess the size of the moral 

and mental crack which is caused by its foreign policy toward Israel and the 

United States? And does the Egyptian Government appreciate the size and type 
of the reaction to this crack which is deepening every day? 


AL-KHALIJ states that "the rebellion in Egypt yesterday” hit one professional 
segment, the roots of which extend into the depth of the basic popular mass 
in Egypt. The paper says that the events were an expression of the reactions 
inside this mass, the results of which are bound to co™= out one day. 


In conclusion, the paper asserts that what happened in Egypt places Egypt 
before two options: "Fither continuing the current working policies, leading 
Egypt to the road followed by the military dictatorships which are spreading 
in Latin America, or letting what happened be an opportunity for a complete 
review of current policies." 


The paper calls on Egypt to adopt nationalist policies which will terminate 
economic subservience to the United States and international capitalism, and 
to be biased in favor of the interests of the great majority of the Egyptians. 


/6662 
cso: 4500/95 


21 



































. : ; 
Lit ith | ! 


— aii me 


st 
He vetalg abit 
li Hit i ine : | 
ltt ti Gi set 





ee ee 
—— <<< oes Gee © oe oe ee] le eS 


— ——— eer | 














JPRS-NEA-86-0138 
27 March 1986 


ECYPT 


a 
Leal ' . ; : ; 
-_ » ™ ** 
- — ° es '. 
- . 7 o 
7 oo 
; * - 
es Z s.¢% 
-_ 
- _ ~ . 4 me 
_ t= * bad a 
. . 
: - 
»? 
- . > 
tor ,* 
: 
i aoe : ' 
_ - - 7 
- 
= - 
: 
> i) 
; 
- : 














A State Department statement has for the first time acknowledged the legiti- 
mate rights of the Palestinian people. It makes a connection between Resolu- 
tion 242, which reiterates the principle of withdrawal in return for peace, 
and Resolution 338, which calls for negotiations to be conducted under the 
auspices of an international conference, in which the five permanent members 
of the UN Security Council would participate. However, it is hoped that the 
U.S. statement may yet be followed by other important and positive steps 
toward eliminating obstacles. 


Those who exaggerate the gravity of Jordanian-Palestinian differences and 
those who expect that the outcome will obstruct peace efforts are mistaken. 
Neither King Husayn nor Yasir ‘Arafat has said that the Jordanian-Palestinian 
accord should be revoked. Indeed, they affirmed their commitment to the 
spirit and letter of this accord. In the address in which he announced the 
suspension of coordination between Jordan and the PLO, King Husayn said that 
the accord will continue to embody the principles and bases governing re- 
lations between Jordan and the Palestinian people. The issue is purely a 
dispute over viewpoints that requires work to narrow the gap and sincere and 
honest efforts to give momentum to the peace process so that it does not come 
to a stop. 


/6662 
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ARTICLE VIEWS U.S. BEHAVIOR, DECISIONMAKING 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 2 Feb 86 p 7 
[Article by Ahmad Sidqi al-Dajjani] 


[Text] Three questions relating to the United States of America have been 
repeated many times in our region during recent months as events have un- 
folded. 


How are we to understand the behavior of this state? 
What is the state's future? 
How are we to deal with it? 


I remember that the first question came up once during a meeting that in- 
cluded a number of those working in international politics. In it they 
brought up a number of American acts towards the region, pausing at each act 
in an effort to understand it, and so the American positions passed before 
them in succession. 


One of them said: "The latest of these positions is the U.S. vote in the 
Security Council against the resolution condemning Israeli practices in Jeru- 
salem in connection with repeated Zionist attacks against the al-Aqsa Mosque, 
and the American delegate used his right of veto, even though the resolution 
had been drafted with extreme moderation so that everyone would agree to it." 
Someone else said: "We must point to American behavior in the aftermath of 
the Rome and Vienna airport incidents, the military show of force in the 
Mediterranean that has been going on since that time, the measures to cut 
Libya off economically, American activity among Western European states to 
persuade them to join the boycott, and the pressure that it put on them so 
that their companies would not take the place of American companies." 


A third said: "I will not forget Shultz's trip to some Eastern European 
countries, and his agitation at the press conference on account of the Yugo- 
slavian foreign secretary's words about the right of peoples suffering oc- 
cupation to resist, and the need to differentiate between terrorism and 
resistance. At that time Shultz got upset and exceeded the bounds of 
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‘political decorum’ when he struck the table with his hand and weaved his 
fist, as he raised his voice and refused to recognize the ftustificat ions 
for resistance.” 


A fourth said: “I have followed the details of the American course of action 
in the interception of the Egyptian airplane and its being forced to land at 
an American base on Sicily, and amazing events surrounded that. Sefore that 
I followed the American position on the Israeli raid on Tunis, beginnine with 
it giving the green light, through its justification of the raid, and finally 
its sending of envoys to calm thines down.” 


With respect to time, the United States is a young state; its age as 4 state 
is just a little more than 2 centuries, which is a young age. With respect 
to age, how great the difference seems when we compare it to the rest of the 
permanent member states of the Security Council, and it seems even greater 
when we compare it to the history of the states in our region. 


Our sage Ibn Khaldun taught us that "a state has a natural lifespan, like 
people.” Some modern political geographers, one of whom is Van Falkenberg, 
followed in his footsteps when they talked about the four stages in the 
development of a state. They are: infancy or emergence; youth or expansion; 
maturity or stability; and finally old age or withdrawal. 


At which of these four stages is the United States today? 


The United States passed its stage of infancy or emergency with the end of the 
19th century. Jamal Hamdan notes that that century represents its infancy 

as a state, "since fcllowing the wars of independence it remained pre- 
occupied with purely domestic struggles, civil wars and operations of region- 
al incorporation or consolidation of local unity." 


The United States entered the stage of youth or expansion at the opening of 
the 20th century. Its “elements of power" became clearly evident, then the 
"signs of its conceit with its power" became even more evident. 


This conceit reached its height during the 7th decade of this century, so 
that some considered it a kind of “power madness." The the United States 
got into its trouble in Vietnam, at a time when it monopolized power. 


A number of scholars believe that after this crisis, the United States entered 
the "period of maturity or stability” because of the Vietnam problem and the 
shock of the agreement, and in fact many indications of the soundness of 

this opinion came with the 8th decade, when relations hetween the United 
States and the Soviet Union entered a phase of "relaxation" or "detente" as 
some have called it. But no sooner had the 9th decade begun when it brought 
with it many other indications that the United States was still in the period 
of its youth. 
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These signs were connected to the presidency of the Republican president, 
Ronald Reagan, whict saw the crisis in relaxation at its worst throughout 

the first term of his presidency. It also saw the Israeli invasion of Leban- 
on with American support in 1982, the adventure of the American fleet in 
Lebanon in 1983, in addition to shows of force here and there in our world. 
This period in American history has been characterized by the domination of 
the conservatives. Their institutions have been prominent and their ideology 
has been openly expressed, and their symbols have been widespread, openly 
declaring support for aggression and for racist Zionism and racism in gen- 
eral. It suffices to mention the name of Jeanne Kirkpatrick, who worked 

as an ambassador to the United Nations throughout the 4 years of Reagan's 
first tera. 


So has the United States entered its period of saturity, or is it still in 
its period of vouth? 


The United States, in view of its strong position, is a great power, and 
according to Jamal Hamdan it is, along with the Soviet Union, one of the 
“mammoth” powers, in reference to the huge historical animal. Some have also 
mockingly called them the dinosaur powers, since it is well known that the 
head of a dinosaur is much smaller than its huge body, and the United States 
is characterized by a vast area and a population of more than 250 million 
people, who came from diverse societies and were mixed together in the melt- 
ing pot of the new state that extends across a large part of the continent. 


The United States adopted an ideology which is based on capitalism, which is 
fanatical about its own nationalism, which upholds a pyramidical class struc- 
ture, and which believes that the advancement of history and the society 

lies in the advancement of science and technology. In fact, it has had 
outstanding achievements in science and technology. Thus, the most import- 

ant thing that has characterized it as a state in its period of youth is 

that the maturity of its material power--according to Jamal Hamdan--preceded 
the maturity of its political expertise and sophistication to a disturbing 
degree, to the point that brawn is put before brains in international politics. 
Thus, it has come about that “the machine is above all else,” as Baidwin says. 


Out of that situation there arose what Fulbright called the arrogance of 
power, and the United States began to imagine that it was the "world's police- 
man,” and took upon itself the guardianship of the world, employing a “world” 
strategy, then a "stellar" one and then a “universal” one. We must note how 
extreme the talk is about the “universe” as a whole, and how President Reagan's 
talk, following the Challenger disaster seemed to express this concept when 

he said that the United States is determined to "conquer" space or to subdue 
it. It was to be expected that when it carried out its expressed role, this 
concept would bring this nation to begin to depend on brute force in its 
dealings, and that it would not refrain from using violence, heedless of 
international law but relying on its own law. Here we must point to Vietnam 
less than 2 decades ago, and to the events of the last 4 months. 
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Because of all that, the United States has become a rebel facing pressures, 
as Baldwin said, and aspects of its strengths and weaknesses have come to 
light in this rebel, and its crisis of power has intensified, and the effect 
of all that on its behavior is clear. 


What are the pressures that this rebel is facing? This question stands out, 
and it requires a new detailed event by which we may move on to another phase 
in the attempt to understand the behavior of the United States. 
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PUBLIC OPINION, GOVERNMENT DISCLOSURE POLICY DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 30 Jan 86 p 20 
[Commentary by Ahmad Baha'-al-Din] 


[Text] I do not know how long the government will continue to deal with pub- 
lic opinion in a secretive and politically abstruse manner, at a time when 

we are gradually progressing towards a democratic society...for we have 
parties and opposition papers, and what the gcvernment media do not publish 
will be published in the opposition papers. 


The latest example of that is that the prime minister, Dr ‘Ali Lutfi, be- 
came ill. 


People noticed his absence at first, and following that it was publicized 
that he only had an influenza attack, when in fact he had a slipped disk in 
his spinal column. 


Anybody who has experienced this affliction and any doctor, of course, nows 
that the pain cannot possibly go away and allow the victim to move around in 
less than 4 weeks exactly. But the prime minister, as I understand it, left 
his bed early and went to his office in order to be seen again, and I believe 
that he did that, though I have not yet had the honor of meeting the prime 
minister personally, under the pressure of this atmosphere of secrecy. It 
happened that his condiition was aggravated, and that is also something that 
is known by any former patient like me, or any doctor. Whispers and rumors 
multiplied about cabinet crises, differences with the prime minister, and 
various changes in upper level posts, to the point that every reader has to 
have heard about them. 


The prime minister had to go back to Lying on his back on a hard bed. When 
it was published that he was traveling to London, I expected that he had to 
travel in order to make a decision on whether to have an operation or not. 
With respect to the spinal column, it is a serious decision, and doctors 
disagree on whether the surgical operation is beneficial or not, and rumors 
and reports abounded. 


What would have happened if the government had reported the prime minister's 
illness and the nature of his illness from the very beginning before any 
other source? 
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Any prime minister is a human being like everyone else. He gets sick, and 
he tires and encounters health problems. In European countries and America, 
the illness of a head of state is publicized from the very beginning. 


However, the attempt to hide and conceal such occasions and subjects in 

their simplicity causes an adverse reaction. The people's lack of confidence 
in official explanations grows, and rumors start that unjustifiably waste time 
and fray nerves, and create an atmosphere of tension and questioning, both 

of which are undesirable. 


Tell the people the simple facts, and more important than that would be to 
tell the facts at the appropriate time, sparing yourselves many problems. 
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PAN-ARAB DIALOGUE SOLUTION TO ARAB DILEMMA 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 30 Jan 86 p 13 
[Commentary by Lutfi al-Khuli: "Result of Dialogue: Six-point Work Program"] 


[Text] In this article, Mr Lutfi al-Khuli winds up the 
national dialogue which has been occurring on this page for 
a whole year about "the current Arab dilemma and the way out 
of it.” It is a dialogue in which 65 intellectuals, politi- 
cian3, party leaders, independents, and intellectuals of 
various schools from 14 Arab countries took part, in addition 
to 22 editorials in the "Opinion" column, 13 "From the Edi- 
tor’s Desk" editorials, and 2 seminars. The first one in- 
cluded Arab intellectuals and the second brought together 
Egyptian intellectuals and about 300 letters expressing the 
views of the Arab public. 


In this article, which concludes a full year's dialogue, Mr 
Lutfi al-Khuli sums up the points of agreement among the 
various political, intellectual, and partisan Arab orienta- 
tions and crystallizes what can be called a "national mini- 
mum program” to be presented to all political parties, forc- 
es, and leaders as a possible beginning for a new pan-Arab 
political initiative. 


Over a period of a whole year (February 1986-January 1986), the National Dia- 
logue column has opened its heart and mind to rich and fertile discussions of 
what has come to be known as the "current Arab dilemma": its symptoms, causes, 
and solution. 


Perhaps the foremost source of wealth and fertility in this dialogue is the 
fact that AL-AHRAM has honored its commitment to this column by refraining from 
deleting or censoring, wholly or partially, opinions and editorials submitted 
and published in this regard. The purpose of this commitment was that there 
would be no "veto" on any writer or any opinion, that there would be no such 
thing as a sacred experience or a sacred person, regardless of his position or 
the weight he carries, and that the column's credibility would stem primarily 
from affording the freedom to criticize the trends and orientations of the 
Egyptian government's Arab policy in particular. 
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The only exception was inadvertent. It had to do with an editorial by Dr Su'ad 
al-Sabah (14 March 1985) when an editorial staff executive--in the absence of 
AL-AHRAM' editorial board and column officials--at the last minute and before 
the article went to press, deleted three lines which he thought contained a 
violent attack, unfamiliar in the histroy of the national press, on President 
al-Sadat. We extended our apologies to Dr Su'ad al-Sabah, who was very under- 
standing of our situation. 


This exception was never repeated. This is with regard to lead editorials 
written by those who responded to our invitation to participate in discussions 
about the working paper we submitted on 20 February 1985. 


As for opinions and articles we received through the mail from persons who ex- 
ercised their right as Arab citizens to take part in the dialogue, we received 
piles of letters. As delighted as we were with such an impressive response, 
which injected life into the column, we were faced with an acute problem of how 
to reconcile this large number of letters with the limited space of this column 
which only appeared semi-weekly. Hence, my colleagues and I exercised the 
publisher's right to select which letters to publish in order to avoid repeti- 
tion, while recording the names of the people whose opinions were not published, 
and to limit publication to the gist of the opinion sc as to give a chance to 
the largest possible number of Arab citizens to have their say under the 
columns "Opinion" and "Arab Public Opinion.” 


In the interest of honesty, we are compelled here to note the exclusion of four 
letters that contained abusive language and slander against some personalities 
who took part in the dialogue, thus losing their objectivity in expressing 
opinions or debating ideas with ideas and, therefore, forfeiting--by our 
criteria--the right to be published. We base this on our belief that the time 
has come for intellectual and political letters in our Arab nation to be purged 
of the judicial inquisition tactic in dealing with differing opinions so as to 
ensure depth and objectivity. 


Experience and Credibility 


Another source of fertility and wealth in the dialogue was the significant and 
extensive contributions of Arab writers of all regional, intellectual, and 
political affiliations without exception (14 Arab countries, 8.46 percent from 
nationalist currents, 10.77 percent from rightist currents, 24.6 percent from 
leftist currents, 12.32 percent from centrist currents, and 33.85 percent from 
among independents who include political-religious currents. 


This experience, as far as we know, may be the first one in the Arab world to 
offer at the media level such a relatively wideranging dialogue among all these 
currents from various Arab countries to form a pan-Arab perspective. It ap- 
pears that it is definitely the first experience of its kind in the history of 
the Egyptian press. 


We were intent on directing this working paper and debate at three levels 
simultaneously: intellectuals struggling and operating in the political 
arena, theoretical intellectuals (academicians), and those who have been in 
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national private character of each Arab country and the paer-Arab pad) i. 
character of the entire Arab nation. All this is cemceiwable ant poeetbic 
through the creation of a national front structure «t the lewe!) of current 
and foreseeable future challenges for the next 10 of 15 veers. 


Six Priorities 


Thus, the central issue in the dialogues revolves around the points of the 
program that may be used as «4 foundation for an organized popular fremt action, 
thus arming the Arab masses with a clarity of vision, « list of priorities, and 
the struggle tool for finding a way out of the current dilemme withow!t getting 
caught in idealistic or adventurous labyrinths. 


An analysis of the substance of the whole array of editorials and options 
presented in this column (see AL-AHRAM of 15 January 1986) rewealed exactly 
“objectives” of the proposed front-type work program. 


However, an “analysis of the substance” revealed as well the dialogue's genera! 
trend in crystallizing the list of priorities by evaluating the “points” and 
“objectives” received from the interlocutors. 


It is interesting, for example, that the objective of “Egypt's return to the 
Arab fold" was the interlocutors' primary cause, for it received ™% points, 
whereas the “Arab unity" objective received only 4 points. 


Does this mean that Egypt's return to the Arab fold has become more important 
than Arab unity? Of course not. It does mean, however, that the interlocutors 
concluded that under the current deteriorating Arab situation, “Egypt's return” 
takes the lead, even though it is a tactical objective compared to the strategic 
“Arab unity" ome. In the absence of Egypt's weight and distinguished role in 
the Arab arena, talk about unity is rendered an intellectual luxury or an ex- 
ercise in futility. Hence, the interlocutors considered Egypt's return an 
immediate objective and Arab unity a future one. 


Another interesting point is that the dialogue set a specific ranking order for 
the first three objectives of the front's work program which began with Egypt's 
return (36 points), then the issue of democracy (26 points), and then the 
Palestinian question (20 points). 


The question is: Does this mean that the Palestinian issue has lost its tradi- 
tional control position in Arab national concerns. I do not think so. What 
happened is that the interlocutors, based on 30 years of experience in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, were convinced that without Egypt's weight, on one hand, 
and true mass participation in the decision-making process and practice through 
a democratic framework, on the other, management of the struggle with Israel 
and settlement of the Palestinian question, as embodied in the PLO, the sole 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, will not achieve a 
guaranteed tactical or strategic gain. 


ln this framework, the pan-Arab dialogue reached two conclusions: the first, 
to narrow down the current pan-Arab objectives to 26 goals; and the second, to 
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the qualitative and quantitative escalation of the Egyptian people's sowemenc 
in confronting and besieging the Camp David Accord. 


Consequently, the dialogue meticulously put forth « choice between two stances 
in this regard. The first one is a proviso that Camp David just be abrogeted 
before Egypt can regain its Arab weight and role, « scenario which offers litti« 
chance of being realized at present due to the circumstances and relations of 
the Egyptian, Arab, regional, and international forces. The second stance is 
that Egypt's return to the Arab fold and the Arabs" return to Egypt are objec- 
tive conditions for besieging Camp David and for preparing the objective 
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The second thing is for us to examine our production requirements and consumer 
commodity import lists. There is no doubt that the rate of increase in consump- 
tion is greater than the rate of production with regard to many commodities 

and that we consume many goods which we do not produce and are not necessary. 


Examples of engineering goods are innumerable. We must take a good look at 

this huge number of imports, as we must take a good look at ourselves to re- 
flect on our consumption patterns. Family members are responsible for the 
family's budget, for its spending, for its productivity, and for meeting its 

tax obligations. They are responsible for eporting tax evaders to the govern- 
ment. We have become accustomed to asking the government for too much and its 
economic tasks have become diversified and intertwined to the point where it 

is producing, selling, and importing, but not exporting! 


Now wore than ever, we demand that the government's economic role be clearly 
defined and outlined and the rest be left to individuals, regardless of their 
rate of contribution to the total amount of development investments. 


This is not a cynical view but rather the truth, which must compel us to bene- 
fit from the situation and to avoid dangers before they occur. We have a great 
resource, people. We sust know how to benefit from this human resource in in- 
vading the desert and the labor sarkets abroad and how to build its behavioral 
patterns so as to increase production and take charge of our own lives. 


Sme last word: Unlisited importation during the last few years has ruined our 
currency and import activity has become the goal aspired to by all those who 
are seeking tc eet rich at the expense of the local population. 
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ABILITY TO CHANGE SEEN ESSENTIAL TO ECONOMIC GROWTH 
Cairo AL~AHRAM in Arabic 21 Feb 86 pp 7-8 


{Interview with National Democratic Party Human Resources Committee Head 
Dr Sabri al-Shubrawi, by ‘'Abd-al-Rahman ‘Aql: “Human Resources and the Man- 
agement of the National Economy;" place and date not specified] 


[Text] A “New Egyptian Man” is needed to guide the development and change 
taking place everywhere, because human beings are always capable of achiev- 
ing change and development no matter how scarce the potentials and resources. 
Some countries have vast natural resources but have achieved no growth or 
development because their people are incapable of seizing opportunities, con- 
ceptualizing, or bringing about development. There are other countries whose 
people have been able to make use of their limited abilities and resources 

to achieve economic growth and social development. Out of al! a country's 
economic resources, regardless of the nature of its economy or its resources 
and philosophy, human beings are, quite simply, the only element which pos- 
sesses “the will to change.” 


However, this “human being capable of change,” who in himself is a rare ele- 
ment among human resources, can ultimately be acquired through good education, 
first of all, and serious training after that. For this reason, Secretary 
General of the National Democratic Party, Deputy Prime Minister, and Minister 
of Agriculture Dr Yusuf Wali said, upon setting up a human resources devel- 
opment committee within the party chaired by American University Professor 

Dr Sabri al-Shubrawi, “In Egypt, human beings are a resource, and a compre- 
hensive plan must be drawn up to utilize and train them, so they can compete 
on the international level in order to gain new economic ground, whether in 
the domestic or the foreign market. We are attempting to train this gener- 
ation of leaders by strengthening their technological and vocational skills, 
simce we must recognize that the progress of any political, economic or ser- 
vice organization is basically subject to the ideas and strategies of these 
organizations’ leaders and their ability to promote the work ethic.” 


I asked Committee Head Dr Sabri al-Shubrawi, “What is the problem facing the 
development of manpower in Egypt? What are its pivotal issues? How do you 
think this problem can be eliminated so that the Egyptian economy can utilize 
its sost important development resources?” 








[Answer] The economic situation in any country is the result of “who runs” 
this economy, his philosophy, and his strategies. Some of the countries 
whose economies grew and developed after the Second World War had no economic 
capabilities, but developed nevertheless. On the other hand, there were 

some countries which had the resources, but whose economies did not grow sig- 
nificantly. Whichever the case, the result had to be due to the mentality 

of whoever was running and planning the national economy. It is human be- 
ings, therefore, who guide change, development and socio-economic growth. 


Basically, the economy is built on human producers who provide services, man- 
agement and supervision at the job level, and who change goals according to 
market dynamics, studies and the transfer of technology, and not on a bunch 
of unfathomable inputs and outputs. In socialist theory we find that the 
economy is laid out by planners who have goals, organizations, standards, and 
the technology which has enabled these countries to reach the moon. They 
have advanced technology. The same goes for capitalist society, and for 
collective societies such as France, which have reached this same point by 
means of a group of skilled persons managing these economies. Thus, human 
beings, in whatever political system, are capable of change. 


[Question] As I see it, Egypt's problem is that it has neither “theory” nor 
“men of change.” Theory and identity have gotten lost between socialism, 
capitalism, and a mixture of the two. The men who could make a change are 
unskilled, because of social conditions, the revolution, and the like. In 
the era of President Mubarak, who himself is calling for change, what course 
should be followed in managing the nation's economy? 


[Answer] Egypt has passed through a whole set of circumstances governed by 
the philosophy of those managing the economy. In several stages, a group of 
private sector individuals were running the economy. However, in any given 
stage, when things are run by capitalists unable to make progress at the rate 
desired, there has to be professional managers. In economic history, this 
has happened in every country where “ownership” and “management” were differ- 
ent. In our society, the owners still run things and impose their philosophy, 
regardless of their abilities. The merchant is no longer a merchant, but has 
become a businessman. There is a big difference here,for the businessman of 
limited abilities does not do well in a more advanced phase, and the advanced 
businessman might not be the right man for a given phase, for he isolates 
himself until he can built up an organization which can grow. If we are to 
examine the Egyptian business sector, we must analyze the essence of the busi- 
nessmen. Do they have a philosophy? A social responsibility towards the so- 
ciety? Do they keep growth in mind and contribute to it? How much do they 
spend on developing their manpower, and on research and university contacts 
in order to develop their products? Such points illustrate the philosophy 

of the businessmen. All over the world, businessmen always select the best 
personnel, regardless of family relationships. They always have a philosophy 
of progress and cross-cultural transfer for their societies, because they 
have a long-range philosophy. It is in their interest for growth to continue 
and for foreign markets to be opened up, because in the final analysis expan- 
sion and growth is in their interest. If we look at the business sector as 
another branch of the economy, as if the state owns most of it, for example, 
we find that the problem itself can be reduced to the same question: who is 
leading these organizations, how did they attain these leadership positions, 





and what are their philosophies, potentials, and administrative capabilities? 
We have reached the stage where managing the national economy is a natural 
question, since whoever manages it is in a position to be able to manage 
other areas. Moving from one sector to another can be done quite easily, 
without knowing the circumstances differentiating ome sector from another. 
This situation makes little sense in view of the world-wide belief, over the 
past 50 years, in specialization, development of managerial abilities, and 
the selection of managers according to definite, clear-cut standards. The 
revolution taking place in the world today is one being carried out by a 
class capable of coping with the change which prevails throughout society, 
even to the point of waging undeclared economic wars. We must prepare our- 
selves--as we did in the October 1973 war--by developing our capabilities 
through training and selecting qualified leaders, thereby leading to positive 
results. Unfortunately, we in the civilian sector have not benefitted from 
that experience, even though the civilian sector comes second to the military 
sector. If this sector does not grow as much as the military sector, then 
however strong it is, it will never be able to bring about an economic spurt. 
Therefore, the various units of economic society must be managed by men cap- 
able of guiding the process of change and who are skilled in all areas of 
business, instead of by persons who hold leadership positions as a reward and 
who lack any expertise in the areas they are leading. In our country's his- 
tory, we have lost a war because the leaders were individuals who were incap- 
able of leading, who believed in neither training and selecting leaders nor 
in any scientific values, and who were convinced that war was nothing but a 
series of demonstrations. The result was that we lost the war at a very high 
cost. Whoever manages the economy must be chosen on scientific bases in keep- 
ing with international levels of management skills. Otherwise, we will lose 
our ability to compete on a world-wide scale and therefore our ability to act 
on the world scene. The theory that we are a “self-sufficient nation” will 
come to naught unless we have a group capable of management and then the 
money to spend on developing this group, since it represents the basic factor 
in the process of change. 


Such managers can be prepared by attracting and employing capable, skilled 
persons. However, some social ills still exist among us--not to mention the 
fact that expenditures on educating young Egyptians have not been put to good 
use by employing them in leadership positions. However, whenever such persons 
are nominated, they always run up against the objection that “they are small- 
time and no one knows them!” In other words, we are turning the positive 
values of world society into negative values in our own society. We need a 
strong, self-confident person receptive to science, capable of motivating peo- 
ple and getting them to make progress, who will spend money on training and 
administrative development over a period of several years--otherwise ali this 
will lack direction. We find money being spent on persons the management 
wants to get rid of, or on persons who will never be put to practical use. 

The state should not run the training programs--the production organizations 
should finance them as part of their costs, and training should not be sub- 
sidized. Training should be a component of management technology, so 

that we can produce competitive goods capable of invading foreign markets. 

If this is not done the right way for the worker, who is the basis of produc- 
tion, then other problems will follow. Egyptian society's freedom to innovate 








must be liberated. We should not fall back on needing someone to plan things 
and carry them out for us. There must be freedom to study the market and its 
needs, just as Korea and Taiwan have done; they have studied Arab markets' 
needs for textiles and various other goods and have begun production accord- 
ing to the needs of these markets. We have had no part in this. Even though 
Tutankhamon's treasures toured the world, we did not include any Egyptian 
products which could have been shown along with these exhibits. Young peo- 
ple all around the world study the market and hold leadership positions. All 
other countries are developing their capabilities, while we are killing our 
capabilities! 


[Question] Based on our situation, which consists of limited capabilities 
and excessive government employment which is unproductive even when compared 
to other developing countries, what is the starting point for change? 


[Answer] The managers responsible for the national economy must face facts: 
the work ethic is not keeping up with either the demands of daily life or 
with the times. That is to say, individuals must adhere to production stand- 
ards. If we want to set up a housing project, we must design an integrated 
one which will have calculable results. Emphasis must be laid on the issue 
of development, which is the responsibility of those in production sites. We 
must have a higher standard of comparison, because it is the expectations of 
society which determine the shape of the future. Change is based on the be- 
lief that more can be done, on readiness, and on the achievement of a higher 
level of performance. The work ethic must be re-examined, analyzed and con- 
fronted. This is the beginning. 


The next step is selection. There should be no promotions without internal 
training, even at the expense of production costs, and the candidate should 
pass through a series of screens so as to be selected on the basis of his 
skills. This is what is done in the military organizations, and is one of 
the reasons for their progress. We in the civilian sector have to imagine 
ourselves in a state of domestic war--a war of survival and economic growth. 
It must be understood that we are engaged in a war with ourselves and with 
the negative values of our society. Islam contains all the basis for produc- 
tion; why don't we use this religion as a motivating force? 


[Question] On what aspects do self-confrontation and the new methods of man- 
agement depend? 


[Answer] On the work ethic, and on the selection of leaders who are capable 
of change and who have a definite work ethic, accountability, and skills. 
The wrongdoer should not be rewarded by being given a new position--this era 
must end. 


[Question] In its present condition, the public sector comprises a great many 
workers whose skill we do not doubt, but there is still an obvious slackening 
in worker productivity. This sector has been governed by firm laws since the 
Sixties. We are convinced that the political administration is afraid to 

make any changes in the public sector. How can this new understanding of 
management be promoted in the presence of pre-conditions which cannot be dev- 
eloped without social upheaval because they are so firmly entrenched? 





[Answer] We find similar conditions in Japan, for example, where a worker 

cannot be fired. However, the Japanese have values which we lack--a sense 

of belonging to an organization regardless of what one gets in return, and 

a firmly-established work ethic. We are confident in the abilities of the 

Egyptian Man, provided he is retrained and qualified and is dealt with on a 
patriotic footing according to specific guidelines. 


[Question] What do you think of the claim that managers are frustrated, are 
unable to apply management theories because of the workers’ low wages, and 
therefore do not think highly of the administration's directives? 


[Answer] If the administration were more resolute, and a general trend to- 
wards national action existed, the Egyptian would be more loyal and giving. 
But we don't take anything seriously. There must be an example to influence 
people. Our hopes are still pinned on the Egyptian Man, but he must be re- 
trained both socially and industrially. The worker must first of all be 
urged to increase his productivity. 


[Question] What part does organization play in management? It is said that 
the private sector has been very successful in its management, and that the 
public sector is concerned about the failure of its management. Even though 
we suggest the new idea that the public sector be a “business sector,” it 
would still be managed by the same leaders and men, without any re-training, 
and therefore we would never reap any results. 


[Answer] There must either be retraining, or new capabilities must be dis- 
covered. The private sector has faced many problems from being managed by 
unqualified capitalists. We need businessmen with international levels of 
technology and management skills--this is progress. This brings up the part 
which existing businessmen's societies can play in changing the society. It 
is said that change will come about through their money, not their management. 
No change can take place with money alone; capital is only one composite fac- 
tor. We must seek a philosophy of management and leadership for scientific 
research and development and manpower development. 


[Question] How can we institute sound, scientific management in all sectors, 
and how can we conceptualize the “beginning step?” 


[Answer] First of all, leaders must be chosen to guide change, whether the 
capital is owned by the government or the private sector. We need profession- 
al, highly skilled managers, and they must be created. 


Secondly, there must be a re-examination into whether work is being done pre- 
cisely and in detail, from cleaning the factory to quality control to respect 
for working hours. 


Third, emphasis must be placed on the innovative Egyptian mentality, which is 
capable of instituting reform and coming up with new ideas. 


Fourth, organizations must keep pace with development. We have not reviewed 
many of the ministries for decades, which means that the general organization 
of the state must be re-examined. 





Fifth, we must stop being afraid. We can bear the calculated risks. Without 
risk-taking there is no progress. If we had not taken the risks of the 1973 
war, we would never have achieved that great victory. 


In the final analysis, Egypt has no problem getting money; in general, its 
problem is one of management. If the bankers don't take risks, they will 
never move the money they hold, and the market will be subject to recession 
even though the banks have a high degree of financial fluidity. 
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IRRIGATION MINISTER ‘NITERVIEWED ON WATER SITUATION 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 31 Jan 86 p 7 


[Interview with Engineer 'Isam Radi by Usamah Saraya in Cairo: “Egypt's Water 
Supply Enough To Reclaim 1 Million Feddans"; date not specified] 


[Text] Water is the blood of economic life. It is more valuable than energy, 
and although God has favored Egypt with the Nile and an abundance of water, 
this does not mean that we should lose sight of its importance for continued 
economic growth. Many facts have come to light as a result of the drop in the 
Nile water supply during past drought years, facts that must not be overlooked 
amid the Nile water's return to previous levels, thus eliminating any hardships 
in obtaining sufficient amounts of water. 


Engineer 'Isam Radi, minister of irrigation, disclosed several important facts 
about water, the Nile, and the High Dam. The first fact is that, not- 
withstanding the importance of water and the Nile, the government will not 
sell water to farmers. There are other ways to rationalize water in order to 
save 5 billion cubic meters for land reclamation projects. He put the supply 
Egypt receives from the Nile at 55.5 billion cubic meters and said that Egypt 
maintains special relations with the Nile basin countries with a view to im- 
proving water consumption, strengthening relations with the Nile artery coun- 
tries, and improving the situation with Sudan and the future of the Jonglei 
Canal. 


The minister of irrigation outlined the basic link between the future of agri- 
cultural expansion and the need for water rationalization. He talked about 
plans to develop the Nile's course, about our new water resources, and about 
the side effects of the High Dam and plans to counteract them! 


He answered the important question about the reason for the drop in the water 
supply and about the problems that cause water shortages in all types of farm- 
ing. 


[Question] Is the water supply enough for Egypt and for population growth? 
Is there a waste of Nile water and what are the rates of consumption? 


[Answer] Let us rephrase the question about our present and future water sup- 
ply and consumption. 
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a Suffice it to say that the dam paid for itself in 1 year and its many 


tions ie it the fault of the High Dam or is it because a number of pro- 
weve mot been completed so as to avoid the side effects of the dam. 


by amy standard the High Dam is a lofty edifice of the Egyptian 
te hewe been « blessings to al! Egyptians. Its side effects, which were 
peted et the time of its design, do not detract from its importance and 
heel ing with them according to their importance. All past and future 
' eweh e@ide effects are negligible when compared to the huge benefits 
eipentic preject, keeping in mind that these side effects occur slowly 
veers end ere handled at exactly the right time. 


heperding the Ministry of Irrigation’s relationship with agricul- 
re. why set restore the old and deep-rooted relations with farmers 
gation experts gay advise producers?” 


re letlome doe exist and are deep-rooted. However, overall develop- 
ele, trem the division of land ownership to the change of crops 
fermers to the buge increase in the number of farmers, have 
clea metip a@Bdiguous At any rate, the ministry is thinking 
; etrenetteming this relationship through creating irrigation 
[=r elioe the ter@ers themeelives. Contacts are underway to 
: -— superwleers anc ecvisors 't be the iink between the pro- 


| EiSstrict Leve. 
~ evs .' where [| the ® * waters 


Tel oe ~ Nile weter agreement, which gives 
ve * age | «= ; , OT ut @eters of the Nile 


the word. 
” : , rT i@at » Svete® aigec pri- 








sufficient reserve in the High Dam lake? The question, therefore, concerns 
the failure to channel water to the fields, which is actually due to the lace 
of cooperation among the farmers. It is a known fact that the irrigation net- 
work begins in Aswan and the Nile branches out into main canals, then large 
tributaries, and then small tributaries. This is a huge network over 30,000 
km long. The Ministry of Irrigation is responsible for this network's mainte 


nance and preservation, but there is another part represented in private irri- 
gation ditches which draw their water from public canals. These privete cite 
are the responsibility of the farmers themselves and if ther sian to dredge 
their own canal, the system gets clogged up, hence the complaints. The minis- 
try, for its part, dredges these private ditches at the request of the concerned 


parties or the agricultural society, provided that the farmers cover the dredg- 
ing costs. 


12502/7051 
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Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 2? Feb 86 p 2! 
[Commentary by Anis Mansur in the “Positions” column! 


[Text] We do not know what to say to foreign scholars when they esk why “The 
Arabian Nights” was seized, it being an old, historical book thet hes beer 

in circulation among the people for hundreds of years. What heppened? What 
was new that invoked fear for society because of it? Had something shemefe! 
been added to the editions on the market? Will “The Arabian Nights” be the 


first on 2 list of hanned bool of ancient and modern Arabic ‘iterature’ 
Wil] that ‘ead t¢t the seizure of the Ollected works of the reat poets he 
cause of the be tiful, moving love poetry that is in them? 

Finally, the court has ordered the release of the popular book, in whose 


compilation countless literary men had participated, and which emerged in 
the form in which we know it in the 16th century and which was then trans- 
lated into European languages. Popular poets in Egypt have taken from it 
stories of heroism and moral and political exhortations. In 1837 “The 
Arabian Nights" came out on the government press in Bulaq, then the Jesuit 
Fathers published it in Beirut in 1888, and there have been hundreds of 
printings in dozens of languages. 


The court’s ruling was a judgment upon the court itself. The ruling came 
as an indication of the expanding horizons of the Egyptian judge, the depth 


of his vision, and his omprehensive wisdom. The Egyptian judge said that 
this book is historical, and that no one could intend sedition er the cor- 
ruption of the people by it. 


The words coming out are not intended in and of themselves, and a person 

must try hard to come across them. On this occasion, I remember that the 
American censor confiscated the novel “Lady Chatterly’s Lover" by the English 
novelist D. H. Lawrence. 


He also confiscated the novel “Lolita” by the Russian-American author Nabokov 
A group of lawyers was formed which said: The Bible is found in every home 
and by the bedside of every girl; in it are unexpurgated stories, but the 
intention of this Bible cannot be to corrupt the peopie and force them to 
abandon the religion! 

be said is that these stories came because of moral, 
ruled on behalf of literature, fine arts, 

to corrupt 


But what can reasonably 
historical wisdom, and the court Lite 
and artists’ freedom of expression, as long as the aim is not 


the people. Thank you, judges of Egypt. 


12547/6662 
cso: 4504/210 
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LIBYA 


LISTAS. USSR STUDEST OELECATION ISSUE STATEMENT 
LeOPL 32S Trigelt JABA is Arebic 1020 GIT 9 Mar 84 


\Teat’ Teripell © Ser JARA--The Stedeet Cowect! of the USSR and the Genera! 
Déecetiomal Peeples Comgrecs of the Jamsbhirivab’s entwersitics praised the 
fire peth of the Secteliet Peeples Litweo Arab Jamsbiriveh ant the leader 
of the rewelet tes, Coleme!l Me’ emmer «ol <bedh@hef!i. ic ‘te coef roeetet ice 
-eetinet 1.5. prewecetions eat erregence. 


The court] ent the compress eff icrmed. t© « tetet etetemret leeweerd to Tripe! t 
weeteréger efter « wiett whic® « Gelegetion free the oawemril peld te the 
lemehizcive®. the riget of the Litwee Arab people toe Gefemt ite territerta! 
otere The etetearet cemfieaeed the pelice of the 7.6. Adwletertrretion ant 

ite elites te Sam 


Tr eteeewet cemfeemed the rectet areeerce of the 7.5. Atetetetret ion apetmet 
Liveee Ore? etudeetes @e ere etwietew te the Potted Stetes, Wic® erewret ce 
tere "rem cept inetieog Their etet ice 


“~~ efateeeet slee comieemeed She beet lle Geet ee ah ic® Che 7 5 K.Get ole re- 
tlie anetieertest to “Tere The Ll bee Are eet e 


The tem ebG@ee comfeeeet the Prece®( §. Seterweeticoe te the effete of The 
Shetlon perp le Tee eted@eets of "treed Chete sepmert fer the et remele of tie 
Cheties peo le te ite cop’ certet bee «1% celepieltiet ent teapertelieo* asm: 

' he 


"es ter pert iees “ot "Sei" eure "oe the “Tene of Uh Peleet le ler 
ae peewee. apt toe foerle leg The Peleet Seler feetet ence entiee The (“oetre 
aap of the Fs the lbeett Gest« ent ecole teereeret et ive of the Pelee" be ten 
ee ed 


“er fer whee «cee he ee eee eG ” 
“14 eo & eoeweere apeleet The fotereetes of Che Bre Set be ont The one 
a = fs ee 


“~~ tee eobtee of” ieee Tele or TT . hee  ] > the of Poa , ea? asf of ee 
eante foo 'oeetiee opt jeleteereticte «© apeltet he ee — 7. se eer La —. 
ilies. ter te. "oe bee st tet oe eee th eae OTe 6h er eee re 
wot) amt steers | Gere” Se tee eseteeert eet tet eet bee woot) tte 
ee | ee ee ee ee ee ope * eter te —  * oe 
o— Oe beetet Toe 


we. 
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ACHIEVEMENTS IN SERVICE SECTORS IN GHADAMIS REVIEWED 
Tripoli AL-JAMAHIRIYAH in Arabic 13 Dec 85 pp 12, 13 
Article: "Rewolutionary Committees in Ghadamis”) 


Text) As a result of decisions made dy the sasses in the people's congresses 
to Gevote attention to areas is the interior and to their priorities in 
igplementing production and service projects in all sectors, the pertinent 
people’s committees Save untiringly translate? these decisions and transformed 
teem isto tamgidle sccomplishments of which the people can be prow’. They 
serve a3 8 lesson for people all over the world om how to exploit the 
resources they possess in order to undertake tine greatest anc sost sagnificent 
Sevelopmest projects is the world. These projects, dy which people are turned 
from comsusers into progecers, confire their freedom and independence and 
prove tmat this reveletion Bes come for people all over the world. It came to 
[een in Geserts aen¢ Sountaictces, turning thes into green lanc which will 
provlce reassurance to people wao were cace poor shaecows. 


Jeecesis is coe gwamicipality of the Jamshiriyuh wtich has reache¢ an a¢vanced 
Lewe. of sccomplismmests. i[t is starting to tums isto ome of the sost sodern 
cities enc isclusges the gost sop@isticated fuctories ant the sost splendic 
agrtcelters! projects. This Bes chenged the telasce is all coustries of the 
worlé. It is fliget from tme cities te tae istericr sreas, just a3 pecele once 
weet to flee their villages ead their coustrysiges ic search of life is the 


This if tee terwe rewoletico=n., cee weic® geass co . fellewiag the éiscoverys 
of gieteszes eat errors, its orger to strize « seoper Selecce ent to estedlis 
Sea. weeps of teoieg thiags. weict all tae govwaupects wtic® clais thet they 


ae predecers are weetlie te oe. 


= orGer t® get «© clearer pictere, of Set & Geeting Site the secretary of tte 
*eop.e”s Committee for Plameieg ent Soomoey ic the gunicipelity of Guetagis so 
“st = «6oelt give a the fects ant figeres sheet tee ecoecmic anf service 
pre jects is this @emicigelity. This is Sis efoout. 


Te gtileesey ant geals of tee 985-35 tressforastion plae of the 
euticigealitey os Guetemie proceeds ras tee stiileessty ecf go5ls of the 
“Eerie? s treneforeeticon cles. Ge of tee aelie goals of the Foecemie 





municipality's plan was to turn attention to agriculture in order to provide 
food for the citizens. This attention was embodied in the completion of 
municipality agricultural projects (in al-Ruways, Badr, Takut, al-Baridah, 
Dirj, amd Ghadamis), the al-Harrabah grazing lands project, hothouse farming 
projects, and soil and water studies. It also included the establishment of 
poultry and cattle raising stations (under a central contract), the 
establishment of veterinary clinics and quarantine stations, agricultural 
societies, grain and fodder silos, and the establishment of an agricultural 
training center. The plan has also devoted attention to the field of light 
industries by establishing traditional and light industry centers in branches 
of the municipality and by training necessary technical cadres to operate 
these industrial centers. 


Despite the many difficulties facing the sector during the implementation of 
the 1981-85 transformation program, many of the programs were completed. These 
included a date palm center in Ghadamis. They also included the isprovement of 
the water supply there as well as the cogpletion of the Badr, al-Ruways and 
al-Baridah projects (excluding the service villages), a i-hectare hothouse 
under a central contract, five fodder silos, two agricultural society centers 
in Tiji and al-Jush, and an agricultural workshop in Takut. The total cost of 
these projects was 9,195,133 Libyan dinars [LD]. 


Industries 


In this sector a light industries center was completed in Nalut, in addition 
to the carpet section, and the cutting and sewing section was turned over to 
>> wT 


ne National Clothing Company, where the sonthly production rate reached 4,50 
Arad-style suits per sonth. The goal is 60,000 Arab-style suits per year. 


Light industry centers costing LD919,5607 were completed in al-Ruways and 
wnacgamis, and this sector is expected to complete construction of the rest of 
the centers in Tiji and al-Jusnh. We hope that they will be contracted for. 
Moreover, there are trainis courses in the field of cutting and sewing in 
various branches of the m@umicipality, in addition to the training and 
production centers in fabew and al-Jush and the isgprovement of the date drying 
piant. A suggestion Ras deen gade for industrial projects which wiil te 
isp lementec. 


Despite the ¢ifficulties feciag the sector, representec dy rapic sovement in «4 
short period of tige to eligianste the shenomence of trede, the sector was adic 
to igplemest « supper of projects totaling LDS3,'17 

4ou3 ow 


A ocumber of projects were leplemeste¢. represente¢ by 32? bousing units, 
sG@eicistretive Sulléiags,. ant stilities for some sciestif Z2its. S214 Costing 
. : 3 











Electricity 


Tne amount of power generated from the municipality's power stations rose to 
15 megawatts; moreover, the area has been covered with high tension (66 
Kilovolt) grids and a super high tension (220 kilovolt) grid; the 66 kilovolt 
lines reached a total of approximately 450 kilometers, while the length of the 
220 Kilovolts lines reached approximately 100 kilometers. In addition, eight 
11/66 kilovolt generating stations and a new 11/66/220 generating station in 
al-Ruways were completed. Also, the intermediate tension (11 kilovolts) lines 
reached a distance of approximately 3,000 kilometers. The power generating 
Sector has clearly been able to make considerable gains, since capacity rose 
from 12.4 megawatts to 15 megawatts during the first 4 years of the plan. This 
is very close to the power generating goal to be achieved by the end of the 
1981-85 plan. 


Communications 


There were great efforts in this sector, inasmuch as it was able to complete a 
number of projects, such as 175.6 kilometers of main roads under central 
contracts, 184.127 vilometers of agricultural roads and secondary roads, and a 
post office building and weather station in WNalut costing approximately 
LD375,372. Before the plan is completed, the sector is expected to finish 
building the Nalut-Wazin-Tamazain-Mujabirah road, a post office building in 
Ghadamis, and a link with Awlad Mahmud. The total cost of these four [as 
published) projects will asount to LD14,4%00,570. It is perhaps worth noting 
that the sector has been able to carry out gost of the plan's programs. 


-* . 
>, ‘ee 


in response to the pressing desire of the citizens to geet their requirements 
in the way of services in the utilities sector in such specific areas as 
trinking water, sewage, and rain water drainage, and the rest of the other 
projects, the utilities sector has been able to carry out gany of its 
projects, for a total cost of LD13,605,536. The sector is also expected to 


complete another group of projects before the end of 1985. 
Health 


The snacamis hospital was completed under a central contract worth 
LD3,500,000, and 33 housing units for doctors were completed under a LD342,5i2 
comtraect. Village hoopitals are nearing completion in al-Harrabah and Kabaw 
for a total of 60 beds. Work is now under way to build 10 aparta@ent units to 
serve as living quarters for doctors. 


yenera. Services 


This sector was able to complete a fully-equipped vocational training center 


in Salut for such specialigations as eiectricity, general sechanics, 
tinemitning, sSetalworking, anc welding. The total cost was approxigsately 
we 10. UU for the Sulicings, in addition to the equipment anc gachinery, which 


~® 
were purchases uncer @ centrai contract. 








This is in addition to vocational and occupational training for 353 citizens, 
Since the sector was able to train and qualify 97 women students in the field 
of typing and secretarial work. They have since taken jobs in various people's 
sectors. A branch of the National Institute for Administration was opened, and 
61 women students are currently undergoing occupational training there. In 
another area, 65 trainees were graduated in the automobile mechanics, general 
electricity, welding, and refrigeration and air conditioning trades. Thirty- 
three citizens were also trained as second and third class vehicle drivers. 
The sector is training 67 other tradesmen in the aforementioned fields. There 
is also another driving course in which there are 30 trainees. Training 
programs were also held in Ghadamis and al-Jush and al-Harrabah. 


Education 


The sector was able to hold 182 classes at all levels of education, excluding 
Kindergarten. In addition, a boarding section in Nalut, an educational 
warehouse in Ghadamis, and quarters for teachers in Nalut were completed. The 
total cost of these projects was LD10,284,572. 


It is worth noting that during the 1984-85 academic year the number of 
students totaled 16,172, and there were 720 classes at all levels of 
education. The total number of teachers was 1,407, and work is under way to 
establish a vocational school in Ghadamis and Nalut. 


Information Services 


A cultural center is now being built in Kabaw, under a central contract. An 
auditorium has been completed in Nalut and lending centers have been built in 
various branches of the municipality. This is due to the efforts of the 
secretariat of the People's Committee for Information Services in the 
municipality. Since this secretariat is still new, it is hoped that programs 
will be established to provide better services to the citizens in the 
municipality in various fields. 


Athletics 


The sector has been able to complete a youth center in Ghadamis and two 
stadiums, under a central contract, in Ghadamis and Nalut as well as_ two 
public fields in Badr and Kabaw. It is expected that work will be completed on 
three other fields as a consolidated unit, while the rest of the projects 
contracted for are expected to be completed before the end of 1985. If that is 
achieved, that sector will have achieved its goals for the 1931-85 plan. 


6945 
CSO: 4504/1454 








JPRS-NEA-86-0 38 
27 March 1986 


LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


TWINNING OF TRIPOLI, RABAT--Rabat, Jumada Atani 29, Mar 11 JAMAHIRIYAH NEWS 
AGENCY--Today a celebration was held in sisterly Morocco for the occasion of 
twinning both Rabat city and the city of Tripoli in the Socialist People's 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah. A festival was held on this occasion and was at- 
tended by the secretary of the people's committee of Tripoli's municipality 
and Omar Ben Shilti the mayor of Rabat. During the celebration a document, 
for the sisterly binding of both cities, was signed. The document also in- 
cluded the strenthening of cultural, scientific and touristic links between 
them apart from establishing direct links and circular meetings for the con- 
solidation of the sisterly bond of the two cities for this twinning is seen 
as another block built in the structure of the two countries’ union. [Ex- 
cept] [Tripoli JANA in English 1900 GMT 11 Mar 86 LD] /6662 


cso: 4500/96 
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TAX OFFICIALS SPEAK OUT ON IMPENDING CHANGES 
Casablanca MAROC SOIR in French 31 Jan 86 pp 1-3 


[Interviews with Alaoui Mdaghri Mohamed, finance inspector and tax director, 
and Tazi Mohamed, finance inspector and head of the Division of Turnover Taxes, 
by Ouadrassi; date and place not given] 


[Text] Talk of the value-added tax, commonly known as the TVA, is on all lips, 
even before it goes into effect in April. Everyone speaks of it freely, but 
in his own way, sometimes -- if not always -- without having first read the 
texts instituting it or discussing it with those knowing something about it. 


Prominent or even outstanding among the latter are Alaoui Mdaghri Mohamed, 
finance inspector and director of taxes, and Tazi Mohamed, finance inspector 
and head of the Turnover Tax (TCA) Division. 


It is not easy to contact these two officials at the present time, not because 
they are unapproachable -- their offices are indeed open to everyone -- but 
because they are in the midst of a campaign to explain the TVA. 


This campaign has taken them throughout Morocco. They definitely do a great 
deal of talking, but what they like above all is to speak in answer to ques- 
tions. The following are ours: 


[Question] Is this new system of taxes, the TVA, to cite it by name, not 
copied from Europe, because the members of the EEC in particular have [rest 
of question deleted] 


[Mdaghri] I would say on that subject that any tax system evolves toward 
modernity, meaning simplicity and efficiency. But what is modern? The general 
income tax, with respect to individuals, the tax on corporations, a tax on 
consumption and another on added value. This is the normal evolution of all 
tax systems. Naturally, the TVA is a European invention at the outset. It is 
beginning to spread beyond Europe. However, I would like to emphasize, as far 
as Morocco is concerned, that we were not far from the TVA. For example, our 
system of the tax on products and services is much closer to the TVA than the 
old Spanish system. The Spaniards had to make a substantial change in struc- 
ture in the system they had previous to 1 January 1986, in order to turn 


























there is a slight increase in prices of tood wholesalers. Here, I would em- 
phasize that many food products are not affected by the TVA and are exempt 

from it. Others have had a reduction in the rate, which is the case of oil an 
and pharmaceutical products. I do not see how, with a lower tax and greater 
deductions, one can obtain a price increase! There are certain cases in which 
we -- that is, the law -- require wholesalers to draw up the invoice and to 
figure the tax, but at the same time, this gives them the right to deductions. 
This means that in the worst of cases, the increase would represent the rate of 
taxes multiplied by the margin. Now then, the wholesalers, according to what 
they say -- not always verified by our findings -- have rather small margins. 
But I shall take what they say: Their rather low margin, multiplied by the 
rate, which gives us at most an increase of 1.5 to 2 points. But that increase 
is largely eaten up by the deduction on the TVA concerning discount charges 

and financial costs and by the deduction relating to general expenses, trans- 
port and handling. When one figures it all up, one finds that things are 
sometimes identical or even that there has been a reduction. As for the in- 
crease, it can scarcely go beyond half a point or a point at the very highest. 


A 


As | said, these people represent 40 to 50 percent of the economy. We are, 


1 7 


after all, in a liberal country in which there is competition. I hope that 


the buyer, given the same commodities, wil! to the person who offers the 
best price. And many of those people are already organized and are paying 
the TPS 
sestion}] You have just spoke: f competition. Billing and the bills will 
perhaps help do away with unfair vetition and to moralize.... 
Mcdagnr i | would interrupt you t t t ft people are torgetting one 
thin; Billing is required, with or wit it th 1. It is required by 
mm? il law, which has existed efor the TVA. Billing is a commer- 
gatior , anyone not ing 1! icing runs the risk of adminis- 
sanctions when price inspector , tor example, the tirst thing 
want t wee is the invoice. idded nothing new here. lt 
ré ind pie that it tie Want tf ‘ t] . then they have t present 
es « i C n Ct have che rignt tft 
‘ “ I inspe rions 
{ ive the! 
f Sm insotal! is 
« t ‘ ypree WiC! 
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(ieches te the Geet Geet heme’ sees © seit thet wes ele betes TO ~at 
emt Algerian peresiGeets lest wert, “Sotecees het peewioes teewledipr of thi 
oampit; for the Liteas Soewige Wieteter, “Si “Set 2) ~Selee 2)- Derert). acer 
beg “oem [lo Greft of the tepeces Oe dete’ te the eet *s epee. et ore 
it =ee bebe be its best efithen, A -ERRROTT® albeded to the sepeit Get. 
Teselty are lt is peetebic thet tle “Teeter” fetes Trigpe!l! ant Aleoers 
etll beuf te eter com ilietery steps Se teree “Socrerce anf Yerris wat 
Lenten A. ADT bo Arebtc  &O Be fF AL TRO hee beer’ free » 
relia@=ie “eeucces saerce thet Steet St) tale. Ageria® Yoeieter of The 
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“se get able te etten’ aeetiegs of the &) eeethbee of the Se? ter vor 
Tieieters Coeteceeere thet ees Ww )S 8 Cees? lemme leet eet Th eaareer of4- 
thet tle Alerriee sieieter stetet Sie ceerets if & tr iegree = whort ms 
waelt weer ettemiet’ thes aresior 4 activities ; 't tet aet bee * : 
wieg accupeed ett Campi tterets if the cametry een? pererttrse tem (toe 

: Sigertis tet perticigeted is « comfietetae eit? & Giegetice tf won 
officials te the Shetetry of the leteroer beeded Tee eaerere tote’ "he" 
tebegras is camséGrtet at imficetion of (lr apgteectety rl anet i om 
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OPPOSITION PARTIES SAID TO LACK DYNAMISM 
Tumis BEALITES in French 7 Feb 8 pp 3-11 
[article by Moncef Sen M"Rad and TaiebD Zahar: Where Has the Opposition Gone?") 


[Text] Apert froe the publication of communiques, sotions, and a few meetings 
belc bere and there, the opposition parties seem to be nonexistent. We are a 
lomg way from the legislatiwe elections of 1981 during which the MDS [Movement 
of Socialist Democrats) drew crowds, organized meetings, and presented itself 
as the alternative party. We are far from the activities of the other opposi- 
tion perties who, at the same tise and for some tise afterwards, infused a 
real dynamism into the country's political life, and from the sain leaders who 
appeared on television and hac « stromg appeal to audiences. Sosething has 
gone wrong. The o ition parties sees to have adopted the policy of the 
snail which has withdrawn into its shell until the storm has passed. What are 
the reasons for this wait anc see attitude and especially what are its conse- 
quences on Tumisia’s political life? 


The @reak of 19%" 


Everyone remembers the well-known declaration Dy Ahmed Mestiri about the 
irregularity of the legislative elections. The opposition parties thought that 
they would finally De represented in the national assembly and that a demo- 
cratic ere was about to be inaugurated. The staff of these parties were 
persuadec that « cemgocratic process would be Degun and that the political 
scene would change. But the results had the effect of a cold shower because 
ition parties wor @ segligible portion of the votes. Ahged Mestiri, 
who certainly has a high popularity rating, wor a few thousand votes! After 
anger cane confusion. The opposition political leaders who had believed in a 
democratic comtest felt themselves Detrayecd, and “hard-line”* advocates were 
confirmed in their comviction, samely that the government was not yet sature 
enough to sccept the rules of the democratic game, and that the sasquerade of 
the elections was the proof of the saivete or lack of gsaturity of the parties 


Divisions 


Thus the elections of 
Sivisions within the of 
lar “eity Perty repeatec that 
was Sustified a posterior! 


®t wil) have had as their sain outcoge interna! 
tions political parties. Gn the one hand, the Popu- 
ts abstention Guring the legislative elections 
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mo the other the “DS and the Cogmunist Party 











were torn by strife, and a major internal debate began concerning the inten- 
tions of the government and its capacity to accept substantial changes in the 
running of the country’s affairs. The story is told that on one occasion a 
party’s activists openly criticized their secretary general for having named 
over Lhe telephone a certain number of activists who had signed a petition. He 
was told that the Communist Party could not have confidence in the government, 
and that the latter, by means of wiretaps, was in a position to apprehend 
these activists. On the same level, some “DS members from the country’s inter- 
ior reproached their leadership for having believed in the regime's democratic 
promises; as a matter of fact, right after the elections some activists were 
arbitrarily transferred or harassed at their work because they had made their 
position known publicly during the election campaign. These divisions which 
disturbed the opposition parties even made themselves felt at the top. Even 
the Islamic Tendency Movement underwent a split with the emergence of the 
Tslamic Revolutionary Party which was drawn towards clandestine activities. 


Intimidation 


Pveryone knows that the opposition parties did not benefit from normal circunm- 
stances in continuing their activities. As a matter of fact, premises were 
closed, cadres transferred, newpapers seized or suspended, and all kinds of 
pressure, mainly outside the capital, sometimes resulted in a degree of paral- 
ysis and a sort of nonparticipation. If one adds to this the small financial 
means of these parties, one comes to the conclusion that a sort of disenchant- 
ment and absence of public activity characterizes the Tunisian opposition. It 
is therefore impossible to conceive of an opposition that could organize and 
take its place in national life under these conditions, especially since 
television is a monopoly of the party in power. 
Leadership 
ner dimension of the problem must not be ignored, to wit that the joint 
f the leaders of the opposition parties have been unable to work out 
strategy. First of all, the programs are not the same, for one has 
iculty imagining the MTI [Islamic Tendency Movement] getting along with 
e Communist Party or the MDS. Apart from this, Ahmed Mestiri'’s party does 
ot see itself as being on a par with the Socialist Rally which has recently 
appeared on the political scene. This lack of proportion between forces, and 
this voluntarist cohabitation have eroded the opposition'’s image and resulted 
2 very dangerous leveling at the grass roots. All these factors give the 
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5 on that the opposition parties are going through a period of retreat 
nd questioning. A university teacher added that "public opinion has no pre- 
is ture of these parties because their programs or the outlines of their 
- ometimes overlap in an astonishing way. The MUP [Popular Unity 
Movement], PUP [Popular Unity Party], PCT [Tunisian Communist Party], and the 
Socialist Rally stand for more or less the same policies, while the MDS 
‘Movement of Socialist Democrats] follows a liberal line, some traces of which 
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he PSD [Destourian Socialist Party]." 


. s ew. 
Rut are the opposition parties really absent from the political scene at a 
ime when attention is focused on the conflict between the UGTT [Tunisian 
yeneral Federation of Labor] and the government? 





The Parties Speak 


Belhaj Amor, secretary general of the PUP stated that "in Tunisia, the opposi- 
tion is in its early stages, which means that we cannot hazard premature 
assessments. Especially since during the last few years we have been living in 
a party state situation. If one adds to this constraints placed on the opposi- 
tion such as a ban on organizing meetings and the muzzling of its information 
organizations, we have the impression that the opposition has reached its own 
limits." 


Mohamed Harmel, secretary general of the PCT, thinks that the question of the 
paralysis of the opposition is "misconstrued and even runs the risk of con- 
firming the tendency to want to shunt the opposition aside and therefore to 
promote passivity in the country, not because the opposition is sufficiently 
dynamic but because the opposition is simply the organized expression of 
public opinion.” Because of this, the secretary general of the Communist Party 
relativizes the situation; but he does not hide the opposition's deficiencies 
and declared that "of course, there are insufficiencies and many things remain 
to be done, but what has been accomplished is also very important, such as the 
meeting organized after the Israeli raid. To underestimate the work accom- 
plished by the opposition leads to its being pushed aside with the aim of 
achieving a not so innocent goal.” 


But whereas Harmel speaks diplomatically, others say it more plainly. Thus 
Hayder confided to us that the Popular Unity Movement "had chosen democratic 
opposition, which implies rules for the game. Today we observe that this 
system is not operative and sole responsibility for the fact lies with the 
government which has cheated and no longer respects the laws which, however, 
it itself established." 


Another leader from the Movement of Socialist Democrats added in the same vein 
that "what appears to be the paralysis of the opposition is the result of a 
certain number of weaknesses but is especially due to the fact that there is a 
crisis in the legal opposition caused by the attitude of the government." 


From all these observations, it appears that some leaders in the legal opposi- 
tion believe that the present obstructed political situation promotes the 
emergence of clandestine, violent movements which, disappointed with the 
attempt at bringing democracy to the country’s life, threaten to undermine the 
foundation of Tunisian civilian society. 
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(article: "Wage Negotiations: First Agreement Linking Sigher Salaries wits 
Product ivity*®! 


[Text] At his departmental office on Mooday afternoon, sinister of transport 
Momhamec Eraies presic¢ed at the ceremgony of the signing of am agreement >etwees 
the two national transport federations (‘UOTT (Tunisian General Federation of 
Labor! and the UNTT [Mational Tunisian Workers Micn)) of the coe hand, and 
the Wational Tressgort Company, the National fural and Isterurtes Trensport 
Company, and the Tusis Metroleger Company om the other. The agreement called 
for salary increases for all transport ageots anc worters and an iscrease is 
proguction and igprovement is productivity. tocording to the teras of the 
agreement, this iaprovement is productivity is to de achieved throug? 4 reduc- 
tion in absenteeisa (unauthorized abeemoes, sick deys, lateness), in equipment 
saintenance etc., and in 4 sore general way, Dy regwcing expenses. Wage in- 
creases for company agents will De pai¢ in two instaleents: « soathly Sonus 
calculated on the basis of the assiduity of the agent, and asother annual 
bonus determined according to the results of the effort that the agents put 
forth for improving productivity, increasing the Dusiness’s revenues, and 
reducing expenses. 


At the conclusion of the ceregony, “ohamed {raiem expressed his satisfaction 
that such an agreement had been worked cut, anc said he was pleased with the 
tolerant and democratic spirit shown >y the two union organizations (U0TT, 
UNTT), stressing that “this attitude in fact constitutes one of the traditions 
and virtues that are due to the Bourguida government.” 


The sinister of transport observed that the signing of this agreement provided 
proof that anything is possible through dialogue, understanding, and reasona- 
tleness, considering the fact that odusiness in our country is sot a seans of 
exploitation dbut a means of adsinistering wealth that is then equitadly dis- 
tributed to all who had contributed to its creation. 


Kreies added that the government had a)ways Donorec its commitsents, assuring 
his hearers that the reason for the crisis the country has gone through was 
not at all due to a refusal to igprove the situation of workers, decause the 
government remained prepared to remedy the situation based on igprovements ir 
production and pro¢uctivity, am! the continuity of work in the companies 
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first ranking strategic importance. We therefore also require advance 
warning of activities, the preparation for which is much more limited and 
smaller than preparation for total war. In addition, not only out of fear 
of strategic damage but also out of sensitivity to losses, smaller actions 
such as a successful (from their point of view) strike by terrorists on 
the coastal highway, or any successful attack of a hostile air force ona 
sensitive target within the State of Israel, are of much greater overall 
Significance than the physical damage and loss of life which they cause. 


The intelligence system thus must scan all threat levels at once, must 

be prepared to focus quickly on any area and at all levels at which threat 
is created, and to react within very short time factors, sometimes shorter . 
in magnitude than time factors which are required by principal advance 
warning systems of other powers and of other countries. (An exception to 
this generalization would be advance warning of atomic war, which is a 
separate topic and is not relevant to our matters at hand.) This reality 
places a great burden on the role of the monitor and on reaction times of 
the intelligence system. An additional problem we regularly deal with is 
ensuring the depth of advance warning given the time constraints. Our 
capability to give advance warning today of an attack expected in a few 
days, or to determine that such action is not probable depends on several 
elements. Some of them are not within our control, and some of them are 
definitely within the control of the enemy, and are activated by him in 
order to prevent our giving advance warning, and the majority of these 
factors change with time. 


What are these elements? First, the depth of collection coverage--we cover 
the enemy countries with the assistance of complex technological systems 
sensitive to all kinds of things, including failures, and in the majority 
of cases sensitive to weather; this creates great variation in the depth 
and capability of coverage given the time constraints in our principal 
coverage systems, 


Second, there is the knowledge of the enemy. The enemy knows some of our 
coverage efforts, and he can translate this knowledge into preventive 
action which hinders or misleads, with the timing and scope that best suit 
him. It is sometimes difficult to understand what he is going to try to 
do, and at times to understand what he is doing, while he is doing it. 
Moreover, some of the Arab countries learned a lesson from the Yom Kippur 
War, which can be summed up as follows: surprise was a central factor in 
heir practical achievements, but it was not great enough. In order to 
make an achievement of value, it is important to succeed in, or at least 
to exploit the change of creating an even greater surprise or more complete 
Surprise than that which they achieved during Yom Kippur. This view can 
sometimes lead to a willingness to risk not completing preparations, 
especially those preparations that will necessarily be revealing, in order 
to exploit the chance of achieving complete surprise. 


1 readiness. Countries do not go to war 
ce is favorable or even because of "strategic 
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that we do not understand the model completely and de not understand the 
processes completely. This does not mean that we, as human beings, are 
left in complete darkness or face a Tolstoyan schema of unrelated events, 
the wider context of which we actually do not understand anything of. In 
my understanding there is great value to information collection. There is 
great value in attempting to identify chains of facts, characteristic 
patterns of development, but at the same time it must be understood that 
there is not and could not be any algorithm such as in many other disci- 
plines aids the professional in the process which leads to a solution or 
to a collection of viable solutions, 


There is, in intelligence estimation in particular, and in understanding 
life in general, a wide area which can not be measured, weighed, or 
quantified. This area enables creative intuition a wide scope for action. 
And after all, when the most talented and experienced people deal with it, 
there is also a wide range of not negligible alignment errors. 


This discussion also should involve historiosophic, epistemologic, and 
methodological rroblems that are incredibly complex and deep; their 
investigation in depth is of great importance for improving intelligence 
estimation ability. 


The weight of the unmeasurable element in understanding and interpreting 
reality in my opinion explains two additional things. One is the necessity 
of preserving within the working ranks of the intelligence's research 
system a group, even if small, of people of front line thinking capability. 
Second, it explains the justified feeling of some of the consumers, 
specifically the decision makers, that after they have read mountains of 
intelligence estimate documentation, that they "were not sent" necessarily 
the essence of what really is, in reality. It is reasonable, logical, and 
almost requisite, that they have (even after having been given some of the 
information and having contact with researchers) straight intuition of 
reality - which comes from experience; and there is no need, I would almost 
say it would be unforgivable, to reject that intuition outright, before the 
research system judges it. 


I have no magic solution for this problem, except for constant interaction, 
openness, and sensitivity, while forming policy and while executing it, 
between the intelligence system and the decision making system, to make 
the best attempt at achieving a balanced, credible understanding of reality. 


The Intelligence System Versus the Decision Making System 


The involvement and relation of the intelligence system to the decision 
making system is very untechnical, yet at the same time, the suggested 
solutions frequently are technical organizational types of solutions. On 
these three technical issues, pluralism, advisors, and the national 
security council, I now wish to comment. 


Pluralism is beneficial. It exists here, although with limitations that 
are not simple. First, even in countries where it has existed longer than 
20 years, it has not brought about higher quality evaluations and 
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which would try to support our decision making body by doing staff work 

in the social and economic areas. The source of this doubt is that anyone 
trying to judge any problem from among those on our agenda, and to broaden 
his exploration of it beyond the military political aspect, will quickly 
find himself in a mire of problems whose assessment is not principally 
based on data and reality but rather is first and foremost a value judgment 
stemming from his world view. 


In conclusion, I find that a national security council as a body assisting 
with data gathering and broadening intelligence estimation, both military 
and political to the level of integrative estimation (in the United States 
called NET ASSESSMENT), is something that the government will simply do, 
sould it so decide. The intelligence bodies, including those responsible 
for situation estimation will cooperate completely with such a group. 
Along with this, I dare to allow a doubt if the results of the activities 
of such a group, beyond contributing technically to information gathering, 
will greatly enrich our political importance. 


onclusion 


ur advance warning and estimation situation today is relatively good and 
learly better than 10 years ago. This improvement is not based on a group 
today heads the system, but principally is due to the great 
experience accumulated over the years and the lessons learned from errors 
which cost us dearly. 


At the same time it is advisable to emphasize that we are acting in an 

environment of high umcertainty and lacking easy solutions. The problems 
{ operation in such an environment are beyond the scope of our discussion 
ere, and come from the area of intelligence in general, and it is a 
central problem in our experience. How it is possible to bridge the gap 
etween the complexity and of reality and of decision making and between 

striving for the simple--at times to simplification--is anchored in 

‘ structure of the conscious of us all both as individuals and as a 
collective, including at times the decision making collective. 


the best of my understanding we must try to adopt for ourselves 
to contemplate, in a sophisticated and balanced manner, complex 
* filled with contradictions, hostile, and often lacking an immediate 
or simple solution, and this without spilling into simplification of the 
problem by ignoring parts of it, or by closing eyes or forming illusions 
m the mature of reality connected with this problem. Certainly we must 
met secewmb to anger over reality in and of itself or at those who come 
escribe it to us. We must do all this without losing our internal 
eee of direction regarding our goal, our sense of reality regarding what 
\* poesible and what is impossible to achieve, and the constant 
lusion of freedom of thought with unified action--which in my eyes are 
* Seceeeaery condition for finding our way and knowing how to continue 


develop within this reality. 


‘ rmation ef the ability to combine a sophisticated view of reality with 
tec i © action to form it, where necessary and possible--this is the 


our test. 











JPRS-NEA-86-0 38 
27 March 1986 


KUWAIT 


ECONOMIC PROTOCOL SIGNLD WITH USSR 
London MEED in English 1-7 Mar 86 p 15 


{Text} Agreement to cooperate in oil schemes is one of the main features 

of an economic protocol signed in Moscow recently by Oil & Industry Minister 
Shaikh Ali al-Khalifah al-Sabah. The minister, who visited from 5-11 Febru- 
ary, was accompanied by representatives of Kuwait Petroleum Corporation and 
Petrochemical Industries Company. 


The two sides agreed to co-operate in: 


--hydrocarbons schemes in Kuwait and the Soviet Union. Kuwait offered to 
participate in building oil and gas installations, particularly offshore, and 
in oil refining, petrochemicals and chemicals industries by making available 
loans, technical equipment and scientific information 


--similar schemes in Third World countries 


--carrying out transactions relating to trade in oil, oil products and 
petrochemicals. This would allow the Soviet Union to supply Kuwaiti customers 
in Europe and North Africa, and Kuwait to meet Soviet obligations in Asia and 
East Africa. 


The Kuwaiti team also suggested setting up a permanent joint committee for 
economic, technical and scientific co-operation, and further co-operation in 
banking. 


On the cultural side, there are plans to increase relations between Moscow and 
Kuwait universities, as well as between Soviet institutions and Kuwait Insti- 
tute for Scientific Research (KISR). 


Earlier in 1986, military links and the supply of weapons were discussed dur- 
ing the visit of a Soviet team led by deputy defence minister General Vladimir 
Govorov (MEED 11:1:86). 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


KIIC MAKES OPERATING PROFIT--Kuwait International Investment Company (KIIC) 
says it made an operating profit of about $14.8 million in 1985. But success 
was tempered by a significant depreciation in the loan portfolio, direct 
investments and local shares. The impact of such depreciations on final 
results is not possible to gauge wntil the balance sheet is published. In 
1984, KIIC made a loss of KD 10.7 million ($37.8 million), after extraordin- 
ary provisions of KD 14.2 million ($50.2 million). The company shied away 
from any new local or regional lending in 1985--nearly two-thirds of its 
assets is borrowed money. KIIC intends to halve its overall loan portfolio 
in the next two years, says chairman and managing director Salah Fahad al- 
Marzook. KIIC managed $3,300 million worth of new issues in 1985, compared 
with $2,700 million in 1984. It made its debut in the capital markets with 

a $50 million transferable revolving underwriting facility (TRUF) lead managed 
for Manama-based Kuwait-Asia Bank. KIIC's bond portfolio fell to $103.4 
million in 1985, from $139.4 million the year before. A rally in the inter- 
national bond market enabled the company to make a profit from sales of 
marketable securities. Return on direct investment showed an overali 33 per- 
cent improvement from 1984. International Transport Equipment Company--which 
is majority-owned by KIIC-——more than doubled its sales to KD 7.7 million .. 
($27.1 million). Steady improvements are also claimed for KIIC's real 
estate portfolio after 1984 sales of undeveloped land, and a shift in emphasis 
to income-generating property. [Text] [London MEED in English 1-7 Mar 86 

p 15] /9274 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


PLO'S DUTY-FREE SHOPS ATL 
Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST | n 86 p 3 


[Article by James Peipert 


[Text] Zanzibar (AP)--The Pa! Irganization is helping 
Tanzania earn foreign curren: tern consumer goods at duty- 


free prices. 


PLO officials describe the is on Zanzibar, 
autonomous island of Tanz2n’* inian mainland as a form of 
aid "to our brothers and 


They are part of a networ! terests in more than 20 countries 
that form the nucleus of a ”) e. Besides store: the PLO 

has interests in light indus! nstruction, movies and pub- 
lishing, according to official iarters in Tunis. 

The Zanzibar foreign currency « ; across Creek Road from the main 

produce market. There is no P| g out front, but shop clerks are open 


about the organization's conn: 


The shop is the only place in to o»lomats, Western aid workers, U.S. 
Peace Corps volunteers and other: to foreign currency can buy 

at reasonable prices the luxury , ere accustomed to in the West. 
The well-stocked shop purvey uum-packed potato chips and 
cigarettes from America, Sco’ n cheese, ard appliances ranging 
from West German hair driers | ideo cassette recorders. 

The shop was officially opened r Chief Minister Seif Shariff Hamad 
last 23 August as a 50-50 partne: ._p with the Tanzanian government, said 


Tanzanian and PLO officials. 


Last 26 October, a simiiar "!© shop opened in downtown Dar es Salaam, Tanzania's 
capital on the mainland. 


Tanzania under recently retires julius Nyerere was an outspoked 
advocate of Third World causes. ils said the foreign currency shops 








here were set up by an agreement between Nyerere and PLO chairman Yasser 
Arafat when the Palestinian leader visited Tanzania in 1984. 


The PLO ambassador to Tanzania, Abdel Aziz Aboud Gosh, declined to discuss 
the shop's profitability. 


"The meaning is not the profit and how much we are selling," Gosh said in an 
interview. "The meaning is the cooperation." 


The PLO has long used small business and agricultural ventures to encourage 
support from the Third World nations that comprise a huge voting bloc in the 
UN and other international forums. 


The PLO's financial interests were organized 15 years ago under an umbrella 
body called "Samed,"' or resistance. Among Samed's aims are the provision 
both of employment for children whose parents had died for the Palestinian 
cause and of financial assistance for development projects in Arab, Asian 
and African countries. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


DEFENSE INDUSTRIES OFFICIAL INTERVIEWED 
London AL=SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 30 Jan 86 p 3 


(Article: " Major General Yusuf al-Sallum: The Saudi General Organization for 
Defense Industries Is on the Threshold of a New Burst of Development" ] 


(Text ] A ceremony was held yesterday at the Saudi General Organization for 
Defense Industries in al-Kharj (80 kilometers east of Riyadn) to honor 27 
outstanding engineers, employees, and technical workers in appreciation of 
their efforts and initiatives. 


Major General Yusuf Ibrahim al-Sallum, the director general for defense 
industries, presented them with certificates of appreciation and honorary 
monetary awards, according to the directives of Prince Sultan ibn ‘'‘'Abd-al- 
‘Aziz, the second deputy prime minister, minister of defense and aviation, and 
inspector general, out of concern for the workers and appreciation for their 
efforts, inasmuch as it has an effect on labor productivity. 


On another topic, Maj Gen Yusuf al-Sallum made a statement to AL-SHARQ AL- 
AWSAT following his appointment to a new post in the Ministry of Defense and 
Aviation in Riyadh after having been charged with the responsiblities and 
duties of director general for defense industries for a period of almost 4 
years. He said: "I would like to express my great appreciation and gratitude 
for the great trust placed in me by Prince Sultan ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz in 
choosing me for a new post in the ministry. I am proud of the new commission 
to continue to serve the Ministry of Defense and Aviation and the armed 
forces, after having fulfilled the duty required of me and having completed 
the task assigned to me of administering the defense industries, this vital, 
important installation which has pleased Prince Sultan ibn 'Abd-al-'Aziz." 


Maj Gen al-Sallum continued: "In addition to taking care of employee affairs 
in the General Organization for Defense Industries, I supervised and 
completed, with my colleagues in the organization, implementation and 
completion of the projects that were under way when I assumed this post. I 
also participated, with my colleagues, in beginning new projects, the most 
important of which include a housing project, which is now 65 percent 
complete, and a project for a center for industrial studies, more than 75 
percent of which is being implemented, and completing drawing up implementing 
regulations for the General Organization for Defense Industries, which have 
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put the defense industries on the thresnold of a new burst of development and 
entry into new industries, after the completion of drawing up a plan for 
industrialization, which will be presented to the board of directors of the 
organization soon, God willing, when it is formed and a director general for 
the organization is appointed. This, thanks be to God, is according to the 
directives and the consent of Prince Sultan ibn 'Abd-al-'Aziz. I am certain 
that whoever is selected to assume the responsibility of director general of 
the organization will be up to the responsibility to continue the forward 
progress of this important industrial organization. I am a soldier in the 
service of my religion, my I*ing, and my nation. It makes me happy to return 
to work in the Ministry of Defense and Aviation and to continue to serve in 
the armed forces. As long as I remain in this distinguished organization, I 
pray God to continue to grant success and honor to the rightly guided leaders 
of our great government and, at its head, His Majesty King Fahd; the crown 
prince, deputy prime minister, and chief of the national guard, ‘Abdallah ibn 
"Abd-al-'Aziz; and Prince Sultan ibn 'Abd-al-'Aziz, the second deputy prime 
minister, minister of defense and aviation, and inspector general, may God 
preserve them all from all adversity and give them success in that which they 
desire and wish. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


NATIONAL MANUFACTURING COMPANY'S ACTIVITIES REVIEWED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 29 Jan-4 Feb 86 p 35 


(Article: "Saudi National Manufacturing Co. To Begin Building Four Factories 
This Year"] 


[Text] At the end of 1984 the magazine AL-MAL WA AL-MASARIF AL-'ARASIYAH, 
which is published in London, nominated the 10 most outstanding Arabs in the 
field of banking and economics in general. Dr Mahsun Jallal, the chairman of 
the board of the Saudi National Manufacturing Co. and chairman of th2 board of 
the United Saudi Commercial Bank, was one of the 10. Doctor .fallal is 
acknowledged to be the first Saudi economist to win a doctoral degree in his 
field. He also has rich experience in the area of public work in a number of 
international and regional organizations, such as the IMF and the OPEC 
Development Fund. 


For more than 3 years, Doctor Jallal has concentrated his efforts on the 
National Manufacturing Co., which seeks to benefit from infrastructure 
projects undertaken to establish an industrial base in order to develop second 
generation petrochemical industries to share in increasing the sources of 
national income and in the transfer to and incorporation of technology by the 
nation. The company, which has the goal of depending on the basic industries 
established in the kingdom, aims to employ about 10,000 people during the 
coming decade, thus becoming one of the largest sources of employment in the 
kingdom other than the government. 


The company has raised 600 million Saudi riyals of capital with 6 million 
shares valued at 100 riyals per share. The founding businessmen and legal 
entities subscribed to 150 million riyals, or 25 percent of the capital, and 
the remainder was presented for public subscription, with the shares covered 
last year, after payment of 50 percent of the nominal value of the shares. 


The National Manufacturing Co.is principally a holding company that 
concentrates o.. four areas of activity in Saudi Arabia and all of the Gulf; 
it develops projects, invests in industrial projects, builds industrial 
service projects, and buys shares in them. 
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